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French President Emmanuel Macron urged his Russian and Turkish counterparts on Saturday
to halt hostilities in Syria and agree to a lasting ceasefire, his office said.

Macron told the Russian and Turkish leaders in separate phone calls that he was "deeply
concerned about the unfolding humanitarian catastrophe" caused by the Syrian offensive and
its allies in the province of Idlib.

"The President of the Republic stressed that an immediate cease to hostilities was needed and
called on Russia and Turkey to establish a durable and verifiable ceasefire as they committed
to France and Germany at the four-way summit in Istanbul in the autumn 2018," his office
said in a statement.

Macron also expressed solidarity with Turkey over the recent deaths of its soldiers in Syria,
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and urged Turkey to cooperate with the European Union on migrant flows.
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