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Elon Musk's SpaceX plans for its so-called Starlink constellation of up to 30,000 satellites in low-Earth
orbit to beam broadband internet globally. Marla Aufmuth / TED / Flickr (CC BY-NC 2.0)

The Russian Academy of Sciences said it plans to file a complaint with the United Nations over
tech billionaire Elon Musk’s high-speed internet satellites, which it says will interfere with
astronomers’ work.

SpaceX’s so-called Starlink constellation is a planned network of up to 30,000 satellites in
low-Earth orbit that is intended to beam broadband internet globally. Russian scientists argue
that sunlight reflections from Starlink’s satellites will ruin between 30% and 40% of space
images.

Related article: Russia Plans Reusable Rocket to Compete With Elon Musk by 2024 – RBC

“We’re drafting a Russian Academy of Sciences letter and... plan to send it [to the UN],” the
state-run RIA Novosti news agency quoted astrophysicist Nikolai Samus as saying Thursday. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/04/29/russia-plans-reusable-rocket-to-compete-with-elon-musk-by-2024-rbc
https://ria.ru/20200227/1565298951.html


Samus said his European colleagues, particularly astronomers from Portugal, support
Russia’s efforts to limit the deployment of large satellite systems.

Musk’s SpaceX has been launching Starlink satellites in batches of 60 since May and currently
has 240 orbiting Earth. The company aims to make the broadband internet service operational
by the end of 2020.

Russian observers have also expressed concern over Starlink’s military applications.

The U.S. Air Force started testing encrypted internet services from Starlink satellites for
military planes in 2018. SpaceX said it expects to test Starlink with additional military aircraft
types and communications between satellites in orbit.

Starlink is competing with Softbank-backed OneWeb, which aims to give millions of people in
remote and rural areas high-speed internet beamed down from space and has already
launched a batch of satellites.

Reuters contributed reporting to this article.
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