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Russian authorities have in the past year escalated the persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses with raids
and other forms of punishment, Human Rights Watch has said. Viktor Drachev / TASS

Belarus has for the first time arrested a Jehovah’s Witness at Russia’s request, the Jehovah’s
Witnesses in Russia organization said Tuesday amid an ongoing crackdown on the religious
group across Russia.

More than 300 believers have been charged or convicted since Russia banned the religious
group as an “extremist” organization in 2017. Russian authorities have in the past year
escalated the persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses with raids and other forms of punishment,
Human Rights Watch has said.

Related article: Russia ‘Escalating’ Jehovah’s Witnesses Crackdown – HRW

Nikolai Makhalichev, 36, was detained near the Russian border last Friday and placed in pre-
trial detention three days later, the Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia said in an online statement. 

https://www.jw-russia.org/en/news/2020/02/83.html
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/01/10/russia-escalating-jehovahs-witnesses-crackdown-hrw-a68860
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/05/03/russia-escalating-jehovahs-witnesses-crackdown-hrw


“He was told during a document check that Russia had put him on an interstate wanted list
because he professes an allegedly banned religion,” the statement said.

In Russia, authorities reportedly opened a criminal case against Makhalichev on Jan. 31, 2019.

Makhalichev filed a complaint with the United Nations Human Rights Committee to prevent
his extradition to Russia and plans to appeal his arrest, the Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia
said.

If extradited and convicted in Russia, Makhalichev could face up to 10 years in prison on
charges of organizing extremist activity and up to six years on charges of participating in
extremist activity.
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