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China 'Dumbstruck’ by Russia's
Coronavirus Entry Ban — Kommersant
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Russia announced the temporary entry ban for Chinese tourists, workers, students and private travelers
starting Thursday. Andrei Nikerichev / Moskva News Agency

Chinese diplomats were at a loss after Russia barred entry to Chinese citizens as a coronavirus
prevention measure, the Kommersant business daily reported Wednesday.

Russia announced the temporary entry ban for Chinese tourists, workers, students and
private travelers starting Thursday. The suspension does not affect non-Chinese nationals
traveling from China, and Chinese transit passengers will be allowed to pass through Russia.

Related article: Russia Bars Entry of Chinese Citizens Amid Coronavirus Threat

“The decision was made at a time when the number of cases has declined, so it’s not clear
what logic guided the Russian authorities,” an unnamed diplomatic source told Kommersant.

The publication did not specify whether it quoted a Chinese or Russian diplomatic source.


https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4260102?from=main_1
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/02/18/russia-bars-entry-of-chinese-citizens-amid-coronavirus-threat-a69339
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/07/19/russia-bars-entry-of-chinese-citizens-amid-coronavirus-threat

While death toll from the coronavirus in mainland China surpassed 2,000 on Wednesday, the
number of new cases there has fallen for a second consecutive day.

China’s foreign ministry said that Russia had informed Beijing of the entry ban in advance.

It added that it understood that Moscow’s steps ‘“aren’t a complete travel ban but are
temporary initiatives that will be adjusted or even lifted as soon as the situation improves.”

The Kremlin said Wednesday that Russia is taking “every measure” to avoid the spread of the
new coronavirus in the country.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry said Wednesday that it continues to issue business, humanitarian
and transit visas to Chinese citizens. It suspended the issuance of work visas and electronic
visas for Chinese citizens earlier this month.

Experts estimate that Russia’s tourism industry could lose almost 3 billion rubles (nearly $48
million) from the entry ban. The losses could grow tenfold if the ban isn’t lifted by the
summer.
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