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Murmansk Commandos Conduct Anti-
Terrorism Drills Onboard Nuclear
Icebreakers

By The Barents Observer

February 17,2020
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Troops from several key enforcement authorities in the region took part in the exercises. murman.ru

Key law enforcement authorities of Russia's Arctic region joined forces in anti-terrorism
exercises onboard two retired nuclear-powered icebreakers docked in the Kola Bay.

It has been several years since the Sovetsky Soyuz and Sibir icebreaking vessels were last in
the icy waters of the Arctic. The two nuclear-engine vessels were taken out of service in 2010
and 1992 respectively.

But the exercise held on the vessels last Friday was still considered of significant relevance for
the participating anti-terror troops. The training simulated tactical combat against forces
that had "illegally interfered in the management of a floating commercial object at Atomflot,"
the local Murman.ru news website reported Friday.
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Troops from the Federal Security Service's (FSB) Border Guard Service and National Guard
(Rosgvardia) units took part in the training. Forces from the Coast Guard and aviation from
the Northern Fleet also took part in the exercises, the news agency reported.

Related article: Russian Warships to Hold Missile Drills Near Norway’s Gas Pipeline to Europe

The exercise was successfully conducted and the involved forces professionally carried out
their tasks, the leaders of the training said. More exercises will be held this year in the Barents
Sea and the Kara Sea, they said.

The Atomflot base is located near downtown Murmansk and houses Russia’s fleet of nuclear
icebreakers. The fleet that currently includes five operating vessels will soon be strengthened
with several new more ships.

By the year 2035, the fleet is to be extended with another eight powerful ships, among them
five 60MW vessels of project 22220.

Three of the vessels are under construction, the first of which, the Arktika is due to be put into
service in 2020.

In addition comes three Lider-class vessels, the super-powerful 120 MW icebreaker, the first
of which is to be ready for operation in the year 2027.
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