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Crimea’s Capital Faces Water Shortage,
Plans Daily Shutoffs
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Crimea had received most of its water from Ukraine until 2014, when Russia annexed the peninsula.
Roman Balayev / TASS

The capital of Russian-annexed Crimea is facing a water shortage with enough supply to last
100 days, the Kommersant business daily reported Wednesday, citing regional and local
officials.

Crimea received 85% of its water from Ukraine’s Dnieper River via the North Crimean Canal
until 2014, when Russia annexed the peninsula and Ukrainian authorities blocked the canal.
The three reservoirs supplying Simferopol are currently at one-third their capacity, the RBC
news website reported.

Related article: ‘The Sea Turned Into Jelly’: Jellyfish Invade Crimea's Black Sea Coast

If the city’s water consumption doesn’t change, Simferopol’s water supply will only last 90 to
100 days, Kommersant cited Crimean water management official Igor Vail as saying at a city
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administration meeting.

Simferopol will introduce water restrictions on residents and businesses starting Feb. 10,
Elena Protsenko, the head of the city administration, wrote on her Facebook page. Water will
be turned on in the mornings and evenings, with hot water turned off every day except
Saturday and Sunday.

“The restrictions will not affect socially significant places: hospitals, schools, kindergartens,
etc.,” Kommersant quoted Andrei Chernichenko, the head of information for Simferopol’s
administration, as saying.

Viktor Tarasenko, the president of the Crimean Academy of Sciences, told Kommersant that
Simferopol’s water shortage stems from a second consecutive winter with low snowfall as
well as a dry spring, summer and fall last year.

“Bad luck with rainfall. Unfortunately, nothing substantial has come up in the past few years
in terms of searching for and implementing new alternatives,” he said.

In January, Russian President Vladimir Putin criticized Crimean officials for failing to resolve
the peninsula's water shortages.
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