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Russia’s Sports Minister Assumes Office
Despite Criminal Past

January 23, 2020

Oleg Matytsin had been convicted for abuse of office as the head of a university a decade ago.
Alexander Scherbak / TASS

Russia’s new Sports Minister Oleg Matytsin was convicted for abuse of office as the head of a
university a decade ago, according to past media reports that resurfaced following his
appointment this week.

Matytsin, 55, was one of several new faces named to Russia’s cabinet Tuesday following
President Vladimir Putin’s shake-up of the political system last week. Matytsin takes over the
Sports Ministry as Russian athletics grapples with a long-running doping scandal that led to
Russia being banned from this summer’s Olympics.

Related article: Who Made It Into Russia’s New Cabinet?

In March 2012, a Moscow court found Matytsin guilty of exceeding his authorities by leasing
out university land to a now-liquidated market in 2001-2006, the RAPSI legal news agency


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/12/07/who-made-it-into-russias-new-cabinet

had reported.

The new sports minister headed the Russian State University of Physical Culture, Sports and
Tourism, whose graduates include legendary Soviet goalkeeper Lev Yashin, from 2001-2006.

The Izmailovsky district court fined him 20,000 rubles ($320 at the current exchange rate).
Investigators estimated damages at 120 million rubles ($1.2 million at the current exchange
rate).

Matytsin did not admit his guilt, RAPSI reported at the time. His defense maintained that
leasing out land to the Izmailovsky market added to the Russian budget instead of straining it.

The Moscow City Court released Matytsin from punishment in July 2012 due to the statute of
limitations, according to RAPSI.

Matytsin had been the president of the International University Sports Federation since 2015.

It was not immediately clear what implication Matytsin’s past conviction would have on his
current post. Russia’s Sports Ministry and other government officials have not yet
commented on Matytsin’s past.

Putin’s proposals last week to shift the power structure in Russia’s government was widely
seen as an attempt to keep his grip on power after 20 years as Russia’s president or prime
minister.
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