30 YEARS

Bulgaria Charges 3 Russians Over
Poisoning Possibly Linked to Skripal
Case

By Tsvetelia Tsolova for Reuters
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Bulgarian prosecutors said the method the accused Russians used was "dangerous to the lives of
many." Pixabay

Bulgarian prosecutors have charged three Russians with the attempted murder of three men
whose poisoning is being investigated by Sofia for possible links with the 2018 nerve-agent
attack on ex-Russian spy Sergei Skripal.

The prosecutors did not name the three Russians, but said European arrest warrants had been
issued and that they would seek their extradition to Bulgaria.

Related article: Russia Expels Bulgarian Diplomat in Tit-for-Tat Move

The three are accused of trying to kill arms factory owner and trader Emilian Gebrev and two
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other Bulgarians in Sofia between April 28 and May 4, 2015 by "intoxication with an
unidentified organophosphorus substance," the prosecutors said in a statement.

They said the method used was ""dangerous to the lives of many."
Gebrev and the two other victims fell ill but survived.

The investigation into the poisoning was reopened in 2018 after Gebrev told prosecutors he
had reason to believe the substance used on him might have been similar to Novichok, the
nerve agent used against Skripal in Salisbury in England.

In February last year, Bulgaria said it was investigating a possible link between their
poisoning and the attack on Skripal and his daughter, both of whom survived.

At the time, prosecutors said a Russian man by the name of Sergei Fedotov visited Bulgaria
three times in 2015 and was there in April when Gebrev was poisoned.

In October 2018, Russian news website Fontanka named Fedotov, who it said worked for the
country's GRU military intelligence service, as a suspect in the Skripal case.

Moscow never comments on the identity of GRU staff, but has denied involvement in the
poisoning of Skripal.

A Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman declined to give detailed comment on Thursday but
said the Russian Embassy in Bulgaria was probably following developments.

Investigative website Bellingcat has said Fedotov was an alias for a GRU officer called Denis
Sergeev.

In December, Sotir Tsatsarov, at the time Bulgaria's chief prosecutor, said he saw a close link
between the people involved in the crimes in Bulgaria and England as a suspect in the Skripal
case was in Sofia when Gebrev was poisoned.

The Bulgarian prosecutors have said they are cooperating with the FBI and Britain on the
investigation.
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