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Ivan Golunov was arrested in June on drug charges he argued were fabricated and released days later
after an unprecedented public outcry. Alexander Avilov / Moskva News Agency

Russian investigators have launched a criminal case into abuse of power against police
officers who detained investigative journalist Ivan Golunov last year, Golunov said Monday.

The Meduza investigative journalist was arrested in June on drug charges he argued were
fabricated and released days later after an unprecedented public outcry. Police dropped all
charges against him, but the drug case is still ongoing and efforts to apprehend the officers
who arrested him had stagnated.

Related article: The Aftermath of Journalist Ivan Golunov’s Case, Explained

A senior investigator informed Golunov in a letter that authorities opened a criminal inquiry
into exceeding powers, according to a photo of the letter posted on his social media. The letter
was dated Dec. 18.

https://meduza.io/en/news/2020/01/13/half-a-year-later-police-officers-who-arrested-meduza-s-ivan-golunov-face-criminal-charges
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/11/russian-police-drop-case-against-investigative-journalist-after-public-outcry-a65964
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/12/16/the-aftermath-of-journalist-ivan-golunovs-case-explained
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10215689286486916&set=a.1173774786268&type=3


On Dec. 19, President Vladimir Putin announced criminal charges against five police officers
who had arrested Golunov but didn’t specify which charges they were. 

Abuse of power charges carry a prison sentence of up to 10 years, if the defendants are found
guilty. The letter did not indicate which or how many police officers would face charges.

Update: An investigator later informed Golunov that he has been named a victim in the abuse
of power case, he wrote on social media.
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