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‘U.S. Can’t Help But Respond’: Russia
Reacts to Iran Strikes on U.S. Bases

January 08, 2020

A member of an Iran-backed Iragi Shiite armed group popular mobilization forces stands guard next to a
placard carrying an obituary notice and the picture of slain Iranian general Qassem Soleimani. EPA /
TASS

Iran launched missiles at U.S.-led forces in Irag on Wednesday in retaliation for the U.S. drone
strike on an Iranian commander whose killing last week stoked fears of a new Middle East
war.

Iranian state television said Iran had fired 15 missiles at U.S. targets in Iraq in response to
Friday's killing of Qassem Soleimani, a powerful general who was buried around the time of
the missile launches.

Related article: Putin’s Syria Trip Shows He’s Unfazed by Iran Tension

The U.S. military said at least two Iraqi facilities hosting U.S.-led coalition personnel were
targeted early Wednesday. Iraq said 22 missiles were fired.


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/14/putins-syria-trip-shows-hes-unfazed-by-iran-tension

Iranian state television said 80 "American terrorists' had been killed and U.S. helicopters and
military equipment damaged. It did not provide evidence of how it obtained that information.

U.S. President Donald Trump tweeted that an assessment of casualties and damage from the
strikes was under way. An unnamed U.S. official told CNN there were no initial reports of U.S.
casualties.

Here’s how Russian lawmakers have reacted to the news:

— Vladimir Dzhabarov, deputy chairman of the foreign affairs committee in Russia’s upper
house of parliament, the Federation Council:

“Mutual strikes by the U.S. and Iran could lead to a full-scale war in the region. If Washington
realizes it can’t achieve its goal, there’s the danger of a nuclear war.”

“We need to assess the losses suffered by the Americans after the Iranian missile attack. If the
damage is serious, the U.S. can’t help but respond.”

— Konstantin Kosachev, chairman of the Federation Council’s foreign affairs committee:

“Let’s hope Washington will now have enough common sense to focus not on the missile
attack but on Tehran’s official statement: ‘The proportional response is concluded.’”

“There’s a chance to break the vicious circle of mutual violence at this stage and steer the
situation toward a political path. You can’t miss this chance, no matter what plans the
American and Iranian radicals hatched in their heads.”

— Franz Klintsevich, member of the Federation Council’s defense committee:

“Our people are in the area and they’re of course exposed to danger. We’ll somehow have to
evacuate them from there sooner or later.”

“We’ll of course have to divert planes. Those responsible for passenger safety will do so
automatically, since missiles have started flying in the area.”

“One plane has already fallen for unclear reasons. It always causes alarm and, in this case, it’s
better to be safe than sorry than to count airlines’ losses from route changes.”

— Senator Alexei Pushkov:

“As expected, Iran retaliated against U.S. bases in Iraq. If the U.S. responds, then a missile
followed by a major land war is almost inevitable. It will not be popular in the U.S. and will
most likely cost Trump an election victory. It’s better to stop now.”

Reuters contributed reporting to this article.
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