
‘No Miracle, But We’ve Advanced’:
Russia-Ukraine Peace Summit Results
December 10, 2019

“It’s still a draw,” Zelenskiy was quoted as saying when asked which side emerged with a victory after the
latest talks. The four leaders plan to meet again in four months. Kremlin.ru

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy held their
first face-to-face meeting Monday at a four-way summit in Paris with the French and
German leaders as mediators.

The last time the so-called Normandy summit met to work out a deal to end the conflict
between Ukrainian forces and Russian-backed separatists in the Donbass region of eastern
Ukraine was in 2016. 

Related article: Putin and Zelenskiy, in First Talks, Agree to Exchange Prisoners
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Here’s a look at what the sides have agreed on at the marathon bilateral and four-way talks:

Prisoner exchange

— Putin, Zelenskiy and the French and German leaders agreed to push for an "all for all"
prisoner exchange by the end of the year, according to a joint communique.
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Here’s the full Normandy Summit communique... it’s not long.
pic.twitter.com/0nI0MpaQyy

— Jonah Fisher (@JonahFisherBBC) December 9, 2019

— Zelenskiy said he expects 72 Ukrainian prisoners to return home in an all-for-all swap as
soon as Dec. 24.

Ceasefire

— Putin and Zelenskiy agreed to commit to a full and comprehensive implementation of a
ceasefire in eastern Ukraine before the end of 2019, according to the communique.

— The sides have agreed on a troop withdrawal from three lines of contact by March 2020,
German Chancellor Angela Merkel was quoted as saying.

— Zelenskiy and Putin differed on what steps should be taken to restore Ukraine’s control of
its Russian border. Putin insists that the separatist regions hold local elections first, while
Zelenskiy says Ukraine needs to regain control of the border first.

Gas transit

— Zelenskiy said Ukraine and Russia had "unblocked" the issue of gas transit and the
countries' advisers would work on the details of an agreement.

— He said Kiev and Moscow could reach an agreement on a new gas transit deal before the
end of the year, and saw scope for compromise between their respective demands.

—  Zelenskiy said that they had taken the option of a one-year deal off the table and that he
asked for a 10-year deal.

What they said

— "Now we need to carry on working very, very hard, there is no question about that, but
there is momentum again, movement," Merkel told a joint news conference.  

— "We have a lot of work to do but my feeling from this meeting here today is that there is
goodwill to resolve difficult questions," Merkel said.
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— "We saw the differences today. We didn't find the miracle solution, but we have advanced
on it," French President Emmanuel Macron said at the news conference. 

— "We know there are disagreements on the calendar and phasing and we had a long
discussion on it, but we said let's give ourselves four months," Macron said. 

— "I think we will find something in the middle," Zelenskiy said in televised comments. 

Reuters contributed reporting to this article.
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