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Russia’s Anti-Landfill Movement Marks 1
Year With Mass Protests

December 09, 2019

Between 5,000 and 10,000 people reportedly attended a protest against the landfill Sunday in a town of
60,000 people. pnparh / Vkontakte

Thousands of people protested against plans to build a waste dump in northern Russia as the
anti-landfill movement passed its one-year mark last week, activists said Sunday.

Mass protests against plans to ship waste from Moscow to the former village of Shiyes
erupted across northwestern Russia on Dec. 2, 2018. The accidental discovery of the landfill
project that summer has galvanized the local population and turned the planned $160 million
waste dump into a national issue.

Related article: Protests in Shiyves: How a Garbage Dump Galvanized Russia’s Civil Society

Between 5,000 and 10,000 people attended the authorized rally against the Shiyes landfill in
the northwestern Russian city of Kotlas on Sunday, the activists said.


https://vk.com/wall-180464391_137316
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2019/12/02/82956-nikakogo-musora-na-shiese
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/23/protests-shiyes-how-garbage-dump-galvanized-russias-civil-society

“That’s a high figure for a town of 60,000 people,” said the Pomorye Ne Pomoika (Pomorye Is
Not a Dump) group on social media.

The group said mass protests against the landfill also took place in the city of Syktyvkar, the
Russian republic of Komi’s administrative center, less than 100 kilometers east of Shiyes.
Single-person pickets were held in nearby villages.

The Kotlas mayor’s office placed the attendance numbers at fewer than 1,000 people, the
independent Novaya Gazeta newspaper reported.

The protesters adopted a resolution calling for construction works to fully stop in Shiyes and
ban the import of garbage from other Russian regions, the publication reported.

No arrests or other incidents were reported at any of the rallies.

Residents of Komi and the neighboring Arkhangelsk region have for more than a year opposed
plans to ship an estimated 2 million tons of garbage a year from Moscow to Shiyes. Authorities
responded to the sustained protest movement by halting the landfill’s construction pending
public hearings, but the project has not been shelved.

Independent polling has said that an overwhelming majority of respondents in the
Arkhangelsk region opposes the controversial landfill’s construction.
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