
Young Russians’ Desire to Leave Hits 10-
Year High – Poll
November 26, 2019

Igor Ivanko / Moskva News Agency

The number of young Russians who would like to move out of their home country has soared
to a 10-year high, according to an independent Levada Center poll published Tuesday.

Sociologists have warned that younger generations’ increasing willingness to move abroad
risks hurting Russia’s economy, while the Kremlin dismissed it as no cause for alarm. The
share of young Russians who want to emigrate has been creeping upward in the years since
Russia annexed Crimea in 2014, when it was at just 20%.

Related article: How TikTok Is Bringing Russia’s Youth Closer to the West

According to Levada's latest results, 53% of Russian respondents aged 18 to 24 would like to
emigrate. This marks a 16% increase in five months and is the highest share of respondents
since 2009. 

https://www.levada.ru/2019/11/26/emigratsionnye-nastroeniya-4/?fromtg=1
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/02/06/the-russian-youth-are-packing-their-bags-op-ed-a64407
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/27/how-tiktok-is-bringing-russias-youth-closer-to-the-west


“Young people don’t take the state’s offered development model seriously; meanwhile, their
life isn’t as settled as that of the older generation,” The Bell news website quoted Levada
sociologist Stepan Goncharov as saying.

“They focus on global channels of information dissemination and are more likely to be in a
cross-border linguistic and cultural space,” The Bell quoted Goncharov as saying.

The 25 to 39 age group was the next most likely to want to emigrate (30%), Levada said.

Related article: The Russian Youth Are Packing Their Bags

Across all age groups, 21% of Russians expressed a desire to leave their home country. This
figure is the highest since 2013, when 22% said they would like to move abroad.

Respondents were most likely to name concern for their children’s future, the economy,
Russia’s political situation and better medical care abroad as their biggest reasons to consider
leaving.

President Vladimir Putin’s approval rating was higher among respondents who said they
would rather stay in Russia than those who wanted to leave, Levada said. 

Levada conducted the survey among 1,601 respondents in 50 Russian regions between Sept.
26 and Oct. 4.
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