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Russian Child Witnessing Father’s
Violent Arrest Was Tortured, European
Court Rules
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Russian authorities subjected a child to torture by letting her witness her father’s violent
arrest a decade ago, Europe’s human rights court said Tuesday in a ruling that advocates say
sets a precedent across Europe.

The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) ordered Russia to pay the unnamed plaintiff
25,000 euros ($27,500) in damages in its unanimous ruling. It said that “witnessing such a
violent incident had amounted to ill-treatment,” resulting in the daughter being diagnosed
with neurological and post-traumatic stress disorders.

Related article: 1in 10 Russians Have Been Tortured by Authorities — Poll

“This ruling is important not only for Russia but also other Council of Europe countries,” Olga


https://twitter.com/ECHR_Press/status/1194180546173251585
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/07/26/1-in-10-russians-have-been-tortured-by-authorities-poll

Sadovskaya, a lawyer with Russia’s Committee Against Torture NGO, told the Kommersant
business daily.

“This case allowed us to confirm that watching your loved one being tortured is also torture,
or at least violence,” Sadovskaya was quoted as saying Tuesday.

Sadovskaya said law enforcement authorities in Council of Europe countries will now need to
take these contingencies into account in future arrests. Police labor union chief Mikhail
Pashkin, however, cautioned that police detain suspects in front of family as a coercion tactic.

“When they’re roughed up in front of their wife and child, a person can break down and
[admit to] everything they’re told,” Kommersant quoted Pashkin as saying.

The Committee Against Torture says the unnamed 20-year-old who won the European court
case, which was filed when she was 9, has still not fully recovered from her trauma. In
addition to being diagnosed with PTSD and other disorders, the NGO said the victim “became
withdrawn and began to fear other people.”

The daughter had been inside her police-officer father’s car when she witnessed an
undercover drug sting operation against him in 2008. She ran away and was later found in a
state of shock on the street.

“The law enforcement officers, who had been well aware that the applicant was on the scene
of the operation, had proceeded without paying any attention to her presence, thus exposing
her to a scene of violence against her father. ... That had very severely affected her and, in the
Court’s view, had amounted to a failure on the part of the authorities to prevent her ill-
treatment,” the ECHR’s ruling said.

A Russian court dropped the father’s case in 2009 over illegally obtained evidence.
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