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A woman in Russia’s Far East was caught with about 2 kilograms of solid gold taped to the
bottoms of her feet as she attempted to cross the border into China.

The unnamed woman was visibly nervous and walking unnaturally toward the security
checkpoint when a customs inspector at the Zabaikalsk border crossing spotted her, the Far
Eastern Customs Administration said in a statement Tuesday. As she walked through the
metal detector, inspectors discovered eight gold bars weighing a total of 1,864 grams taped to
the woman’s feet. 

Related article: Russian Police Uncover Diamond Theft Gang Inside State Mining Firm Alrosa

An expert told the customs service that the gold bars were likely produced by hand and worth
5 million rubles (about $8,000).

http://dvtu.customs.ru/news/document/213151
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/07/02/russian-police-uncover-diamond-theft-gang-inside-state-mining-firm-alrosa


The woman said that a Chinese citizen had convinced her to smuggle the gold for a cash
reward. Authorities have opened a criminal case against the suspect, and she now faces up to
seven years in prison on charges of illegal movement of strategic goods and resources.

The customs service added that Russian nationals have repeatedly tried to smuggle gold into
China this year. In August, a woman tried to haul 10 golden bars under the insoles of her
sneakers. 

It’s far from the only creative crime to come from Russia in recent years. Two suspects were
detained in 2018 two suspects reportedly attempting to use a cat to smuggle drugs into a
prison, but in mid-October the cat managed to escape. 
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