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Locals in Yekaterinburg celebrate National Unity Day. TASS

Most Russians have a day off Monday as the country marks National Unity Day, a national
holiday aimed to promote patriotism and tolerance between ethnic and religious groups in
Russia.

National Unity Day commemorates Russia's defeat of Polish invaders in 1612, and is one of the
country’s youngest national holidays as it was established in 2005. It is marked by official
events across Russia.

The holiday replaced the Day of Accord and Reconciliation, established by former President
Boris Yeltsin following the collapse of the Soviet Union, which was itself a replacement for
Revolution Day.

Related article: What Exactly is National Unity Day?

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/08/what-exactly-is-national-unity-day


Surveys in the past have shown that half of Russians do not know what National Unity Day
stands for, while a poll from the state-run VTsIOM pollster published Thursday found that
only one in three Russians believes there is people's unity in the country.

“The biggest problem of National Unity Day is that no one really understands the purpose of
it,” popular Russian political blogger Ilya Varlamov wrote on his Instagram page on Monday.

The holiday is also an occasion for nationalists to stage street rallies, known as "Russian
Marches." This year, the main “Russian March” will take place in Moscow's southeastern
neighborhood of Lyublino, Interfax reported. 

The nationalist marches have been losing popularity in recent years. Last year, only around
400 people turned up, down from 25,000 in 2011.
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