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Venedikt Yerofeyev was born near Murmansk on Oct. 24, 1938, the son of a former political
prisoner. After graduating from grade school in Murmansk, he began language and literature
studies at Moscow State University, but was soon expelled for failure to fulfill his military
service requirements.

For much of the rest of his life, Yerofeyev worked a variety of low-skilled jobs, from shoveling
coal in a boiler room and loading produce in a food store to serving as the duty officer in a
police station and working as a librarian. He often worked on expeditions in the Soviet
hinterlands.

Yerofeyev had been writing fiction since early childhood and continued as an adult without
any success until his novel “Moscow-Petushki” (also translated as “Moscow To the End of
the Line”) was completed in 1970. The story of riding the commuter train to see his son at the



last station stop but never making it — each trip dissolves in drinking, story-telling and
philosophical discussions — was acclaimed as the first post-modernist Russian novel. It was,
however, only published officially in the Soviet Union in 1989.

Yerofeyev is said to have written a novel about composer Dmitry Shostakovich that was lost
and never recovered. He finished a play called “Walpurgisnacht, or the Steps of the
Commander” and left many notebooks filled with writings. But “Moscow-Petushki”
remained his singular achievement.

Yerofeyev died of throat cancer in 1990 and was buried in Kuntsevo Cemetery.
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