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Russia was not informed in advance by the United States or by Turkey about U.S. plans to pull
troops back from Syria's northeast border region ahead of a Turkish military operation, the
Kremlin said on Tuesday.

Russia, a close ally of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, has emerged as a leading power
broker in Syria over more than eight years of civil war and has said that Syria's territorial
integrity must be respected by all outside powers.

Turkey said earlier on Tuesday that it had finished preparing for a military operation in
northeast Syria after Washington began withdrawing its troops.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Moscow had not been given advance warning.
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"No, no one notified (us)," he told reporters on a conference call.

He added that it remained to be seen, however, how many U.S. troops would actually be
withdrawn. He noted what he said were past U.S. statements about troop withdrawals that had
not led to concrete action.

"We are very closely watching the situation," he said. 
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