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Belarus believes that its ally Russia’s terms of integration are “unacceptable,” its foreign
minister has said following media reports that the two countries plan to form an economic
confederacy in the next two years.

Russia and Belarus, currently members of a largely symbolic union state, have been in talks to
deepen their integration, a process that has fueled concerns of a possible quiet annexation by

Moscow. The Kommersant business daily reported last month that the countries plan to unify
their customs and energy policies by 2021 and establish a single tax code, civil code and list of
foreign trade rules by 2022.

Related article: Russia and Belarus Integration Talks Reach Deadlock

“Frankly speaking, [Russia’s] initial proposals stipulated the inclusion of certain provisions
that were unacceptable, particularly for Belarus,” Vladimir Makei, Belarus’ foreign minister,
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told the RBC news website Tuesday.

Makei said the creation of supranational bodies as outlined in the proposals runs afoul of the
1999 Russian-Belarussian deal, which envisions a union state with a common currency, legal
system and a joint defense and foreign policy.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Belarussian President Alexander Lukashenko addressed
the so-called supranational bodies earlier this year and “clearly said they don’t comply with
the [1999] treaty’s provisions,” he said.

“We must pay more attention to implementing a coordinated agricultural and industrial
policy — this is the most important thing,” Makei said. “There are no political issues
whatsoever associated with the formation of a federation or a confederation.”

Russia props up the Belarussian economy with cheap energy and loans, but Minsk is wary of
allowing too much Russian influence, fearing threats to its sovereignty.
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