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Belarus has uncovered an illegal cross-border weapons smuggling network from Ukraine to
Russia, the close Moscow ally’s top customs official has said.

Kiev's forces have been battling pro-Russian separatists in the Donbass region of eastern
Ukraine since 2014 in a conflict that has claimed more than 13,000 lives. Sporadic fighting
continues despite a ceasefire agreement.

Related article: Russia’s FSB Cracks Down on Criminal EU-Arms Supply Chain

Belarussian security and customs agencies have shut down a smuggling channel that moved
weapons, weapon parts and ammunition from Ukraine to Russia via Lithuania and Belarus,
the country’s top customs official said Monday.

 "The whole arsenal was seized by the security services in Russia," the official, Yury Senko,
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told President Alexander Lukashenko at a briefing aired on Belarussian television.

Belarus has opened three times as many criminal cases into arms smuggling in 2019 as it did
in the same period last year, Senko told Lukashenko.

He said traffic across the Belarussian border is up from last year due to expanded
infrastructure and use of information technologies. Around 73,000 people cross the
Belarussian border every day, he added. 

Senko’s customs service has uncovered 31,000 offenses in January-August 2019, including
129 drug trafficking and 12 arms smuggling cases. He said the number of offenses has
increased in every category compared to January-August 2018. 
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