Edward Snowden, Currently in Russia,
Says He'd 'Love to Be Granted Asylum in
France'

By Reuters

September 16, 2019

Eibner Europa / Imago / TASS

Former U.S spy agency contractor Edward Snowden said he would love French President
Emmanuel Macron to grant him political asylum after one of Macron's ministers said if it was
up to her she would offer him asylum.

French Justice Minister Nicole Belloubet said at the weekend she supported granting asylum
to him, though she made clear she was speaking in a personal capacity and it was not an
official offer.

Asked about the prospect of asylum in France in an interview aired on Monday on France Inter
radio, Snowden said: "'I applied for asylum in France in 2013 under [former French President
Francois] Hollande and of course we would love to see Macron roll out an invitation."
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Related article: Snowden Says He Doesn't Feel Safe Living in Russia

"But it's not about France, it's about Europe, it's about the world and the system that we have.
Protecting whistleblowers is not a hostile act. Welcoming someone like me is not an attack on
the United States."

The whistleblower also told Germany's Die Welt newspaper that he is also still interested in
political asylum in Germany, where he had previously sought asylum without success. He
added in comments to the German Der Spiegel newspaper that if he were found dead, it
wouldn't be the result of suicide.

Snowden, about to publish his memoirs 'Permanent Record,' has been living in Russia since
2013 after he revealed details of secret surveillance programs by U.S. intelligence agencies.

Many civil rights activists see him as a hero, but at home in the United States, authorities
want him to stand trial for espionage.
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