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Voters across Russia headed to the polls Sunday to elect local and regional lawmakers against
the backdrop of mass protests in Moscow and public anger over more than five years of falling
incomes.

Perhaps in a move to encourage more citizens to vote, many polling places featured live
entertainment and other enticements, ranging from colorfully costumed dancers to free
caviar.

Here's a look at some of the most unique election day celebrations — from the bleak to the

funny to the bizarre and beyond:

Nothing makes you want to partake in democracy like this sun's lackadaisical swaying to a
Russian disco beat outside a Moscow polling station.
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Ha MoeM y4acTKe >KM3Hb KUIIUT pic.twitter.com/GHU6ReH10H

— Wnbst BapabanoB (@barabanch) September 8, 2019

Are Moomins legally allowed to vote?
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KM pic.twitter.com/WgcUfDaZd9

— BHukomai JlambepT (@NikolassLambert) September 8, 2019

This poor accordion player performs for an audience of none.
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3aliies Ha COCeJHUM YUacTOK, TYT TO>Ke OroHb! pic.twitter.com/y3FuXNIKHM

— Wnbst BapabaHoB (@barabanch) September 8, 2019

Boosting voter turnout never seemed so simple.
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I've seen a lot of tricks to get out the vote for an uncompetitive Russian election
but this is the 1st time I've seen a belly dancer with a LIVE PEACOCK
pic.twitter.com/bry5aAyBru

— Alec Luhn (@ASLuhn) September 8, 2019

The new sequel to "It" looks weird.
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...ubrigens trug einer der Animateure, die wir gestern vor den Moskauer
Wahllokalen gefilmt haben und die die Leute zum Wahlen bewegen sollten, kolsche
Klamotten. Ist mir erst im Schneideraum aufgefallen. Moskau alaaf.
pic.twitter.com/LvvfYw6Taw

— Ina Ruck (@InaRuck) September 9, 2019

In the Sakhalin region of Russia's Far East, voters were lured to the polls with 5,000 free
caviar sandwiches.
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Ha CaxanuHe, 4T06bI 3aMaHUTH JIIOfIE Ha BbIOOPHI , MECTHBIE SKYTUKU BOPEI
OpraHM30BaIX ITUPIIIECTBO U3 5000 OeCIIaTHBIX OyTepOpOI0OB C UKPOM. ITO BCE
YTO HY’KHO 3HATh O BbIOOpax Ha CaxamuHe

JlémeBo Kak To, [TyruHiIbl!) pic.twitter.com/kxxd9BK]JsG

— ...onaTh beaBpemenbe! BH (@proryvanet2) September 8, 2019

""Steampunk hockey-playing vikings": The unofficial uniform of Novosibirsk election
workers.
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MocmoTpeTb 3Ty nybankauuio B Instagram

All the world's a stage — including the Moscow City Duma elections.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/B2L2citla7w/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_campaign=loading

In the absence of caviar to lure voters in, serve a bit of the working man's meal.
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This group of traditionally dressed performers took their show on the road, visiting four
polling stations in a village in the Krasnodar region throughout the day.
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Mo nsbmpaTtenbHbIM y4acTKaM - € necHAMK! Tak Ky/ibTPaboTHMKKN CTaHWLbl TePHOBCKOW CO34aBasin
3eMsKaM xopollee HacTpoeHne. BokanbHasa rpynna "TepHoBYaHKa" nobeiBana cerofHsa Ha
yeTbipex nsbmpaTtesbHbIX y4aCTKax, PpacnosIOXEHHbIX B CTaHULaX TEPHOBCKOW 1
HOBOPOMaHOBCKOW. #TUXBECTU #TUXOPELKMNPaNoH #KybaHb #KpacHoLapCKMnKpan
#eaMHbINAEeHbronocoBaHna #8blbopsl

When you're too young to vote, but not too young to sing at a polling station.
y young young g g
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