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Voters across Russia headed to the polls Sunday to elect local and regional lawmakers against
the backdrop of mass protests in Moscow and public anger over more than five years of falling
incomes.

Perhaps in a move to encourage more citizens to vote, many polling places featured live
entertainment and other enticements, ranging from colorfully costumed dancers to free
caviar.

Here's a look at some of the most unique election day celebrations — from the bleak to the
funny to the bizarre and beyond:

Nothing makes you want to partake in democracy like this sun's lackadaisical swaying to a
Russian disco beat outside a Moscow polling station.



Embed:

На моем участке жизнь кипит pic.twitter.com/GHU6ReH1oH

— Илья Барабанов (@barabanch) September 8, 2019

Are Moomins legally allowed to vote?
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КМ pic.twitter.com/WgcUfDaZd9

— ⚡Николай Ламберт (@NikolassLambert) September 8, 2019

This poor accordion player performs for an audience of none.
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Зашел на соседний участок, тут тоже огонь! pic.twitter.com/y3FuXNlkHM

— Илья Барабанов (@barabanch) September 8, 2019

Boosting voter turnout never seemed so simple.
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I've seen a lot of tricks to get out the vote for an uncompetitive Russian election
but this is the 1st time I've seen a belly dancer with a LIVE PEACOCK
pic.twitter.com/bry5aAyBru

— Alec Luhn (@ASLuhn) September 8, 2019

The new sequel to "It" looks weird.
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...übrigens trug einer der Animateure, die wir gestern vor den Moskauer
Wahllokalen gefilmt haben und die die Leute zum Wählen bewegen sollten, kölsche
Klamotten. Ist mir erst im Schneideraum aufgefallen. Moskau alaaf.
pic.twitter.com/LvvfYw6Taw

— Ina Ruck (@InaRuck) September 9, 2019

In the Sakhalin region of Russia's Far East, voters were lured to the polls with 5,000 free
caviar sandwiches.
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На Сахалине, чтобы заманить людей на выборы , местные жулики воры
организовали пиршество из 5000 бесплатных бутербродов с икрой. Это всё
что нужно знать о выборах на Сахалине

Дёшево как то, Путинцы!) pic.twitter.com/kxxd9BKJsG

— ...опять Безвременье!�� (@proryvanet2) September 8, 2019

"Steampunk hockey-playing vikings": The unofficial uniform of Novosibirsk election
workers.

Embed:

https://t.co/LvvfYw6Taw
https://twitter.com/InaRuck/status/1170977991226253312?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/kxxd9BKJsG
https://twitter.com/proryvanet2/status/1170711985287323651?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw


Посмотреть эту публикацию в Instagram

Публикация от KP.RU - Новосибирск (@nskkp) 9 Сен 2019 в 2:18 PDT

All the world's a stage — including the Moscow City Duma elections.
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Публикация от Елена Каракашева (@karakasheva.elena) 8 Сен 2019 в 10:29 PDT

In the absence of caviar to lure voters in, serve a bit of the working man's meal.
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Публикация от Григорий Алексеевич (@shinuckuchi) 8 Сен 2019 в 9:58 PDT

This group of traditionally dressed performers took their show on the road, visiting four
polling stations in a village in the Krasnodar region throughout the day.
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По избирательным участкам - с песнями! Так культработники станицы Терновской создавали
землякам хорошее настроение. Вокальная группа "Терновчанка" побывала сегодня на
четырех избирательных участках, расположенных в станицах Терновской и
Новоромановской. #тихвести #тихорецкийрайон #кубань #краснодарскийкрай
#единыйденьголосования #выборы

Публикация от Тихорецкие вести (@gazetatihvesti) 8 Сен 2019 в 9:47 PDT

When you're too young to vote, but not too young to sing at a polling station.
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Публикация от Оксана Борисова (@oksanaborisova792) 8 Сен 2019 в 9:36 PDT
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