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A Tesla electric car caught fire after crashing into a tow truck on a Moscow motorway late on
Saturday.

Footage of the incident on state TV channel Rossia 24 showed the car by the side of the road
engulfed in flames and thick black smoke. Two small explosions occurred within a few
seconds of each other.

It was not possible to tell which Tesla model the car was and only the metal frame remained
after the fire.

Tesla Inc stood by safety claims for its Model 3 earlier this week in the face of regulatory
scrutiny, while documents showed the top U.S. automotive safety watchdog issued at least five
subpoenas since last year seeking information about crashes involving the company's
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vehicles.

The state-run RIA news agency website posted a video showing the car driving in the left-
hand lane of Moscow's ring road, known as the MKAD, before crashing into a tow truck
parked by a safety fence that separates the carriageway from oncoming traffic.
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Авария на МКАД и пожар Car exident and fire on ring road around Moscow (MKAD) 10 августа,
21:00, внутренняя сторона МКАД в районе поселка Мосрентген. Службы вызваны Говорят,
Тесла загорелась... #авария #авариянамкад #пожар #пожарнамкад #горитмашина
#горитмашинанамкад #мкад #мосрентген #fire #carexident #caronfire #mkad #moscow
#moscowmkad #тесла #теслазагорелась #tesla #teslaonfire
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The accident took place at around 9 p.m. Moscow time. The speed limit on the ring road is 100
kilometers per hour.

Tesla was not immediately available for a comment on the incident outside normal business
hours.

The driver, 41-year-old Alexei Tretyakov, and his children were injured in the crash but
escaped from the vehicle before it was destroyed by the fire, Rossia 24 reported.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/08/11/tesla-electric-car-explodes-after-hitting-tow-truck-in-mo
scow-a66803


