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Iconic Photos From Moscow's Aug. 3
Opposition Protests
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Thousands of people took to Moscow's streets for the fourth weekend in a row to demand that
city authorities allow opposition-minded candidates to be allowed on the ballot for the Sept. 8
City Duma elections.

Opposition candidate Lyubov Sobol, virtually the only leading opposition figure who hadn't
yet been jailed ahead of Saturday's protest, was detained shortly before the protest was set to
begin.

Throughout the rest of the day, 1,001 people were detained, according to the OVD-Info police-
monitoring site, sometimes violently.

Saturday's unauthorized protest was smaller than one a week earlier, where more than 1,300
had been detained, but underlined the determination of some Kremlin critics — especially
younger people — to keep pressing to open up Russia's tightly-choreographed political
system.



Here's a look some of at the most famous images from the most recent protest that have been
shared across social media:

The image of one man being detained as he was interviewed by a journalist was widespread on
Russian social media.
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HeT. 1 OMOHoBeI1 U 11e/1ast ToJIa 610repoB. TaKue MPOTeCThl HUYEro He
M3MeHST. pic.twitter.com/c2wiTs2jRq

— WHuHa (@sherepera) August 4, 2019

Footage of the occasionally violent detentions has captured international attention.
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JleByIIIKa 10 TOPOAY IIaraeT 60CUKOM,

A 3a Hert OMOHoBeI] Kposi€Tcs ¢ Iyoném... #monycran
pic.twitter.com/e0D8QwIgV7

— XoHe Xox (@Hende__hoch) August 4, 2019

Despite nearly all of the opposition's main leaders being in jail, thousands still gathered for
the protest.
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#MoscowElectionCrisis #ProtestingNotRioting#Jonyckait

Raise a glass to freedom
Something they can never take away

No matter what they tell you pic.twitter.com/CSa/clF5MB

— Maria (@damashka1) August 4, 2019

Observers said the police presence was one of the biggest at such a protest in nearly a decade.
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Vix HaBepHOe HarpajsarT... #1onyckau #MblecTh pic.twitter.com/cQoUyq5Z2V

— PR® (@max69xam) August 4, 2019

Riot police cordoned off swathes of central Moscow to prevent people from organizing, and
observers noted that mobile internet access had been shut off in many areas.
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Jlaske IIyIIKMHA OTCEKIIN OT Hapo#a. Yl TOHSIIU CTapyIleK B HOBOMYIITKUHCKOM
CKBepe. #01mycKawm pic.twitter.com/S3pmNiGKkjV

— Alex Levinsky (@IskanderiSherzo) August 3, 2019

Police removed Sobol, who has been on hunger strike since July 13, from a taxi and bundled
her into a van minutes before the start of the protest.
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JIr060BB Cob6011h omTpadoBany Ha 300 Thicay pyomer!https://t.co/ckVhHAmfyZ
pic.twitter.com/Xmv5zOsvRZ

— Wnbsi BapnamoB (@varlamov) August 3, 2019

The protest route ran along central Moscow's tree-lined Boulevard Ring.
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Tpy6Hasi. pic.twitter.com/Q4EhwPsRPL

— ToT cambI¥i MapTuH (@martin_ camera) August 3, 2019

Opposition activists say the authorities have repeatedly refused to allow protests in central
Moscow, leaving them with no choice but to go ahead anyway.
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Rusya'da yerel secimlerde muhalif adaylarin yarismasina izin verilmemesini
protesto etmek icin baskent Moskova'da bir araya gelen 300'den fazla kisi
gozaltina alindi.#MoscowElection pic.twitter.com/80TXFgR8Q]

— International Relations Organization + IRO (@IroTurkey) August 4, 2019

“We don’t live in Zimbabwe,” Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin said in an interview on state
television before Saturday's protest, accusing the opposition of having “a desire to usurp

power illegitimately.”
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#MoscowProtest August 3, 2019 pic.twitter.com/QBa7bmzSoY

— Nikita Parshukov (@N__Parshukov) August 4, 2019

Many riot police wore balaclavas to avoid being identified by an activist campaign.
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Police Detain Nearly 700 at Moscow Opposition Protest#Moscow

#MoscowProtesthttps://t.co/5]17y212Eu pic.twitter.com/mkVpK5gUwF
— 7D News (@7Dnews) August 3, 2019

Opposition leaders and activists have called on supporters to continue protesting every
Saturday until the Sept. 8 elections.
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Ha YucTeix ripyaax. ®oto: AHgpeit 3010ToB/«MBX Mefua»

pic.twitter.com/pZgktpMhkK
— MBX Mepaua (@MBKhMedia) August 3, 2019
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