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Russia has completed delivery of the first shipment of its S-400 anti-aircraft missile systems
to Turkey and a second shipment is now being planned, Turkish military officials said
Thursday.

Turkey began taking delivery of the advanced Russian air defense system earlier this month,
prompting the United States to remove NATO ally Turkey from the F-35 jet program over
security concerns.

Washington has also threatened to impose sanctions on Turkey, though Ankara has dismissed
the warnings. It has instead put its trust in sympathetic comments from U.S. President Donald
Trump, who has said that Turkey was treated "unfairly".
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Related article: Russia Is Loving the S-400 Missile Show

At a briefing in Ankara, military officials said Thursday that Turkey was still discussing where
exactly to base the first S-400 shipment.

U.S. officials are concerned that the stealth capabilities of the F-35 Lockheed Martin fighter
would be jeopardized if deployed together with the S-400s.

Turkey has dismissed those concerns and said the decision to remove it from the project was
not finalized. Military officials said Ankara expected the United States to change its stance.

"As a strategic partner, it is our most natural right to expect the United States to change its
current stance. The project has been suspended, but there is no clear removal or cancellation
yet," one of the military sources said.

Related article: Turkey Will Produce S-400 Systems With Russia, Erdogan Says

Russia's Rostec state conglomerate said Russia would be ready to supply its SU-35 jets to
Turkey if Ankara requested them. Turkish officials said on Thursday there were no talks with
Moscow on procuring alternatives to the F-35 jets for now.

Turkish officials said it was unclear if Turkey would be refunded its investments in the F-35
project, which have totaled over $1 billion for orders of 116 F-35 jets in addition to
manufacturing costs.

Washington has offered to sell Ankara its Patriot defense systems, but Turkey has said that
the U.S. offer was not as viable as the Russian deal. Officials said Thursday the two sides
continued to discuss the matter.
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