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New Russian #MeToo Flashmob Takes
Twitter by Storm

Under the new #I_Need_Openness hashtag, female users share their
stories of everyday harassment and abuse in the country.
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Russia’s female Twitter users have started a movement to share stories of everyday
harassment and abuse in the country, generating widespread support and some backlash
from male users.

The #I_ Need_ Openness hashtag — #Mnye_ Nuzhna _ Glasnost in Russian in a nod to the
reformation of the Communist Party in the 1980s — comes two years after the start of the
#MeToo movement in the United States that was born in response to sexual assault
accusations in Hollywood.

Russia largely turned a blind eye to #MeToo when it first gained prominence. The country
decriminalized domestic violence in 2017, and several accusations of sexual assault against



public figures have gone nowhere.

Related article: Russia Had a #MeToo Moment

""One woman will never be listened to, she is immediately surrounded by men who are ready
to shut her up, but it is much more difficult to do the same with a group of women."

Internet blogger @Teacat_ w, who launched the social media flashmob with another blogger,
@fnck__ you, said they had acted because they believe men in Russia do not want to hear
about what they have done to women, and that therefore every time a woman starts to speak
about abuses she has suffered she is ridiculed and accused.

“One woman will never be listened to, she is immediately surrounded by men who are ready
to shut her up, but it is much more difficult to do the same with a group of women,” she told
The Moscow Times.

Under the new hashtag, users opened up about experiencing groping on the metro, catcalling
and being afraid of walking alone at night for fear of rape.
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#MHe_HY)KHA_ IJTAaCHOCTH ITOTOMY UTO MEHSI B 3a0MTOM BaroHe MeTpo obsamat
MY>KUK JIET 45. S IIBITAJTACh YOemUTh cebsi, YTO KTO-TO HaBaJIMBAETCsI HA MEeHS
C3a¥ ¥ IIPUKACAETCH CIYYaHO, N3-3a JIaBKU, HO BeCh MOW OITUMU3M
paccesiyicst, KOTa s1 I0YYBCTBOBaJIa, UYTO MEHSI CXBAaTHJTH 3a JKOMY PYKOM

— 6ecIIoHTOBBIN MUPOsKOK (@splyukrepko) July 17, 2019

— "#I_ Need_ Openess because once a 45-year-old man touched me in a crowded subway. I
tried to convince myself that someone was piling on me from behind and touching
accidentally, because of the crowd, but all my optimism disappeared when I felt a hand on my
butt."
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HEKOTOpPbIe [YMAIOT, YTO eC/i Tebe Ha YIUIE YITIOIMIOKAIT BC/TE/l, TO 3HAYUT ThI
KJIaCCHO BBITJISIAUIID, 3TO KaK KOMIUTUMEHT

O151Th, Ja HUXYSI

3TO CTPAILHO 1 HETIPUSATHO

y TeOsI I0TOM TaKoe JilepbMOBO€E UYBCTBO Y ThI BCTIOMUWHAEIIIH 3TO CIIYCTS TOf U
IIBa U TISITH JIET #MHe_ HY)KHA_[JIaCHOCTb
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— (@__cool__air_)July 16, 2019

— ""Some people think that if you are on the street and receive attention, it means that you
look just great, that it's a compliment

it is fucking not

it's scary and unpleasant

after that you have such a bad feeling and you remember it a year, two and five years later
#I_ Need_ Openess"

“The world is so cruel and deaf that women have to yet again arrange these things to inform
the public of the serious and widespread problem of rape,” another user wrote.

Twitter users were divided into those who championed and those who criticized the hashtag.

“Young women: telling of male abuse on a staggering scale, to be heard, supported and to
know they’re not alone.

Men: hahaha, the feminists are pressing on again, oh well, we’ll laugh and mock. They’re
exaggerating after all and rape/violence is NORMAL,” one user tweeted to sum up the debate.

Less than 24 hours after launching the flashmob, @Teacat_ w said she plans to catalog the
collected stories “into a separate place where you’ll have access to everything that’s been
written.”
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