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Officials in Russia and Georgia have spoken out following Thursday night’s mass protest in
Tbilisi which broke out over anti-Russian sentiment and led to dozens of injuries.

Crowds angry over the visit of a Russian lawmaker tried to storm Georgia's parliament
building on Thursday evening, pushing against lines of riot police, throwing bottles and
grabbing riot shields from officers and tearing off their helmets. Riot police used tear gas,
rubber bullets and water cannons, prompting most of the protesters to disperse.

Related article: Georgians Angry Over Russian Lawmaker's Visit Try to Storm Parliament

Russia and Georgia have not had full diplomatic relations since a war between the two
countries in 2008. Memories of the war are still raw for many Georgians and relations with
Russia are a hot button issue in the country's domestic politics.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/04/11/georgians-angry-over-russian-lawmakers-visit-try-to-storm-parliament


Here are the reactions:

Russia

Deputy Foreign Minister Grigory Karasin

“We express our indignation at the actions taken by representatives of the radical political
forces of Georgia, who used an important international forum uniting the Orthodox states of
the world to spew their anti-Russian sentiments,” Karasin told the state-run RIA Novosti
news agency.

State Duma speaker Vyacheslav Volodin

“The rally of radical forces was directed not only against representatives of Russia, but also at
all 25 countries of the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly of Orthodoxy,” Volodin told RIA
Novosti. “Thus, the discussion of issues important for the organization was thwarted.”

State Duma deputy Sergei Gavrilov, whose speech in the Georgian parliament sparked off the
protests

Gavrilov told the RBC news website that protesters "came out with pre-prepared posters
against Russia, its president and Orthodoxy," and used the forum to solve "their internal
political issues, including the transfer of power."

“Where my host invites me to sit down, that’s where I will be,” Gavrilov told the Kommersant
business daily. “And only the president of the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly of Orthodoxy
leads the General Assembly — in this case, me. I want to emphasize that I sat in the same
honorable place in the parliament of Greece, in the Lebanese parliament and others — and
there were no problems. Of course, I am ready to work even on a side stool. Honestly, I am a
modest person and do not chase after recognition.”

Georgia

President Salome Zurabishvili

"Russia is our enemy and occupier. The fifth column it manages may even be more dangerous
than open aggression,” Zurabishvili wrote on her Facebook page. "Russia is the only one that
benefits from a split the country and society and from internal confrontation — and that is its
most recognizable weapon today."

Ruling Georgian Dream party chairman Bidzina Ivanishvili

Ivanishvili said it was unacceptable that a "representative of the invader state" had been
chosen to lead the forum in the Georgian parliament.

Opposition politician Elene Khoshtaria

"The ruling party has brought the occupiers here and lets them sit in the parliamentary
speaker's chair,” Khoshtaria said. “This is a slap in the face of Georgian history."

"This event will not continue while there are Russian delegates here."

https://ria.ru/20190620/1555755916.html
https://ria.ru/20190620/1555764817.html
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/21/06/2019/5d0c178c9a79477745bb909a?from=newsfeed
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4006210
https://www.facebook.com/salome.zourabichvili/posts/10157160952657707


Former President Mikheil Saakashvili

“I call on Georgian police to stop obeying Ivanishvili and join the people!” he wrote on his
Facebook.
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