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President Vladimir Putin has signed a decree to suspend passenger flights carrying Russian
citizens from Russia to Georgia.

The move comes amid a brewing political crisis between the two countries after mass anti-
Russian protests sparked by a Russian lawmaker's visit rocked Georgia's capital on Thursday.

Related article: ‘Russia Is Our Enemy’: The Reactions to Anti-Russian Protests in Georgia

In a decree signed Friday, Putin also instructed the Russian government to assist Russian
citizens in Georgia safely return to Russia and recommended for Russian tour companies to
temporarily halt tours to Georgia.

The suspension of Russian flights carrying Russian citizens to Georgia will go into effect July
8, the decree said.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/04/28/russia-is-our-enemy-the-reactions-to-anti-russian-protests-in-georgia
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/60805


Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said the move was intended to protect Russian citizens'
security.

“The situation in Georgia should be normalized and any threats to the security of our citizens
should vanish,” he told the RBC news website.

Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny condemned the move, saying it will punish Russian
citizens.

“Now, many Russians will not be able to go there for an inexpensive and high-quality
vacation. The question is: Why is Putin punishing Russians for Georgian protests?” he wrote
on Twitter.

Thousands of protesters on Thursday tried to storm the Georgian parliament in Tbilisi after
Russian lawmaker Sergei Gavrilov addressed an event for Orthodox Christian leaders in his
native Russian from the parliamentary speaker's seat. Demonstrators violently clashed with
police, resulting in more than 200 injuries.

Georgian officials on Friday blamed Russia for the unrest, while Moscow called the protest an
“anti-Russian provocation” led by extremists.

Russia and Georgia have not had full diplomatic relations since a 2008 war between the two
countries. Memories of the war are still raw for many Georgians and relations with Russia are
a hot-button issue in the country's domestic politics.
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