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Crowds of Protesters Set Up Camp
Against Landfill in Russia’s North
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Hundreds of protesters opposing a controversial landfill in Russia’s north have set up camp
near its construction site in a rare tent-based demonstration for the country.

Protests against the $162 million landfill in Shiyes, Arkhangelsk region, have become a
symbol of Russia’s growing trend toward issues-based local activism. Almost a year of
demonstrations in the abandoned village and in nearby cities had led to reports that Moscow
would halt construction to mid-June. However, protests have continued, while construction
workers and riot police have frequently clashed with activists.

Here's a look at what life is currently like in the Shiyes protest camp:

Avillage of colorful tents has appeared near the proposed construction site.


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/05/15/russia-to-halt-disputed-landfill-construction-after-mass-protests-reports-a65597
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/04/violence-erupts-between-protesters-riot-police-at-russian-landfill-site-2-a65872

An estimated 500 people are living at the camp in some 170 tents, the Znak news website has
reported. Activists usually stay for a few days at a time.

""Shiyes is a protest of the working class," one activist wrote on Twitter. ""Even the visitors are
mostly workers — no hipsters or green urban vegan activists. ... There are many engineers,
builders, machinists, sailors and hunters."
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He npucyTcTBOBa Ha MUTHHTE 3a ['0JIyHOBA U OCTAJIBHBIX TaK KaK e3UI Ha
[ITrec. Xouy HEMHOT0 00 3TOM paccKa3aTh. HauHeM C IJITaBHOTO: ITPaBUIBHO
rosoputh llIMec, He [ITMEc. MeCTHBIX KPUBOe yAapeHue JOHVMaeT
pic.twitter.com/wuyNBivkMn

— Artyom Aleksandrov (@artyomiscool) June 19, 2019

A group of musicians from Moscow drove over 1,100 kilometers north to Shiyes to perform for
the protesters.
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MOCKOBCKIE MY3bIKaHThI — KOMaH/Ia «VYTpo B Tebe», mpurHanu Ha lllrec Ha
MaIllHe, a TOTOM Ha BeJIOCUTIe[]axX O MeCcTa HazHaueHusl. HecMoTpst Ha
YCTaJIOCTh, IIOCIIAB BCEr0 HECKOJIBKO YaCOB, YTPOM OTHITPAIX KOHIIEPT.
BBUIM IpeKpacHBIe ITeCHU, My3bIKa Oy/iuIa jjarepb 1 He TOJIBKO )

Crniacu60 pebsiTam 3a mO3UTUB pic.twitter.com/gARQ6DAX5L

— #Illuec HoBocTu (@pnparh) June 16, 2019

The camp received stoves donated from the Arkhangelsk region city of Severodvinsk.
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Jlereps Illvec repegaéT cepaeuHyro 6J1aroapHoOCTb MacTepaM U3
CeBepOIBUHCKA, KOTOPbIE M3rOTOBUWIIU U IIPUBE3TH BOT TaKUe 3aMeyaTebHbIe
meuku! Teneps Ha Illuece OymeT erié Teree v BRKycHee! IIpresskanTe.

3a uel cueT OaHKeT ?..... HOBeHbKMeE NalaTKU, [IEYKH.....
pic.twitter.com/fTKWmkJupx

— Cangpa MupoHoBa (@Sandrrrraa_ ) June 19, 2019
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https://twitter.com/pnparh/status/1140325512411267072?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/fTKWmkJupx
https://twitter.com/Sandrrrraa_/status/1141311848303734784?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

Activists posted a video appeal to the people of Russia on the day of President Vladimir Putin's
televised phone-in.

"Do not believe what they say on the state channels. Here are people who are defending their
lives, their right to live in the pure north. Join us, come to Shiyes. Hands off Shiyes!"
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ObpaireHre aKTUBUCTOB: «Obparaock K Hapoay Poccurickoi ®emepanyu. He
BepbTe TOMY, UTO TOBOPST Ha (pefiepaibHbBIX KaHalaX. 37jeCh HaXO/ISITCS JIIOJIU,
KOTOpBIe 3allUIIA0T CBOIO JKU3Hb, CBOE IIPABO JKUTh Ha UMCTOM ceBepe. bynbTe
C HaMH, IIpre3sKanTe Ha Illuec. Pyku mpous oT Illuecal».
pic.twitter.com/eP8sDGXihn

— Znak.com (@znak__com) June 20, 2019

"Shiyes: We will never let them ruin the Russian North!"

Embed:

IlTriec: MbI HUKOT/]A He JaquM 3arafiuThb Pycckuii CeBep!
pic.twitter.com/GgGEycYLdT

— #Illuec HoBocTu (@pnparh) June 20, 2019
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