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Hundreds of protesters opposing a controversial landfill in Russia’s north have set up camp
near its construction site in a rare tent-based demonstration for the country.

Protests against the $162 million landfill in Shiyes, Arkhangelsk region, have become a
symbol of Russia’s growing trend toward issues-based local activism. Almost a year of
demonstrations in the abandoned village and in nearby cities had led to reports that Moscow
would halt construction to mid-June. However, protests have continued, while construction
workers and riot police have frequently clashed with activists.

Here's a look at what life is currently like in the Shiyes protest camp:

A village of colorful tents has appeared near the proposed construction site.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/05/15/russia-to-halt-disputed-landfill-construction-after-mass-protests-reports-a65597
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/06/04/violence-erupts-between-protesters-riot-police-at-russian-landfill-site-2-a65872


An estimated 500 people are living at the camp in some 170 tents, the Znak news website has
reported. Activists usually stay for a few days at a time.

"Shiyes is a protest of the working class," one activist wrote on Twitter. "Even the visitors are
mostly workers — no hipsters or green urban vegan activists. ... There are many engineers,
builders, machinists, sailors and hunters."
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Не присутствовал на митинге за Голунова и остальных так как ездил на
Шиес. Хочу немного об этом рассказать. Начнем с главного: правильно
говорить ШИес, не ШиЕс. Местных кривое ударение донимает
pic.twitter.com/wuyNBivkMn

— Artyom Aleksandrov (@artyomiscool) June 19, 2019

A group of musicians from Moscow drove over 1,100 kilometers north to Shiyes to perform for
the protesters.
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Московские музыканты — команда «Утро в тебе», пригнали на Шиес на
машине, а потом на велосипедах до места назначения. Несмотря на
усталость, поспав всего несколько часов, утром отыграли концерт.
Были прекрасные песни, музыка будила лагерь и не только )
Спасибо ребятам за позитив pic.twitter.com/gARQ6Ddx5L

— #Шиес Новости (@pnparh) June 16, 2019

The camp received stoves donated from the Arkhangelsk region city of Severodvinsk.
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Легерь Шиес передаёт сердечную благодарность мастерам из
Северодвинска, которые изготовили и привезли вот такие замечательные
печки! Теперь на Шиесе будет ещё теплее и вкуснее! Приезжайте.

За чей счет банкет ?..... Новенькие палатки, печки.....
pic.twitter.com/fTKWmkJupx

— Сандра Миронова (@Sandrrrraa_) June 19, 2019

https://t.co/wuyNBivkMn
https://twitter.com/artyomiscool/status/1141432321196855297?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/gARQ6Ddx5L
https://twitter.com/pnparh/status/1140325512411267072?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/fTKWmkJupx
https://twitter.com/Sandrrrraa_/status/1141311848303734784?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw


Activists posted a video appeal to the people of Russia on the day of President Vladimir Putin's
televised phone-in. 

"Do not believe what they say on the state channels. Here are people who are defending their
lives, their right to live in the pure north. Join us, come to Shiyes. Hands off Shiyes!"
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Обращение активистов: «Обращаюсь к народу Российской Федерации. Не
верьте тому, что говорят на федеральных каналах. Здесь находятся люди,
которые защищают свою жизнь, свое право жить на чистом севере. Будьте
с нами, приезжайте на Шиес. Руки прочь от Шиеса!».
pic.twitter.com/eP8sDGXihn

— Znak.com (@znak_com) June 20, 2019

"Shiyes: We will never let them ruin the Russian North!"
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Шиес: Мы никогда не дадим загадить Русский Север!
pic.twitter.com/GgGEycYLdT

— #Шиес Новости (@pnparh) June 20, 2019
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