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Russia’s Interior Ministry Has Dug Itself
Into a Deep Hole

Whoever planted the drugs in Golunov's arrest should face the
consequences.
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I don’t know Ivan Golunov and I haven't read his investigations, but I'm well-informed when
it comes to drugs.

Going on what we know from what has been published — Golunov’s statements, the Interior
Ministry’s press releases, the charge sheet, the comments of the police and lawyers — there’s
absolutely no indication that Golunov was manufacturing drugs, even less so attempting to
distribute them.

Nobody believes this, especially since the Interior Ministry was caught lying right from the


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/evgeniy-roizman

start.

In order to prove attempted distribution, you need a large number of correctly executed
operational search procedures, which are signed by the head of the department or the chief of
police (previously the head of the station or the head of criminal investigations).

Related article: Read Arrested Anti-Corruption Reporter Ivan Golunov’s Biggest
Investigations

On top of that, these documents must be read out in court — that is, they must be made
public. If they exist, then they will become public. If they don’t exist, then there’s absolutely
nothing to go on and the prosecution will be forced to close the case and explain themselves.

Preparing such documents retroactively is very difficult, it’s straightforward falsification and
no high-ranking officer will take this upon themselves (if of course they’re not mixed up in
the affair and are not the people who have ordered the arrest), but even if they take the risk,
then, as always, if they do it in a panic and in a hurry there’ll be a lot of rough edges and
inconsistencies that can be checked.

And now the most important thing. Remember that the distribution of drugs is any transfer of
ownership: it doesn’t matter whether they’ve been sold, gifted, given in lieu of debt, or just
handed out — there's no difference, it’s distribution.

And planting drugs is cast-iron distribution. In the case of drugs being planted by police
employees, it’s not manufacturing or even an attempt, but full-on distribution — in this case,
on a large scale — by a group of individuals by prior agreement with the use of official
premises (Article 228.1 Part 4, points a, b, g.), which carries a prison term of 10 to 20 years.

It’s impossible to bury a drugs case, since the presence of drugs in itself is already material
proof of a crime and must be investigated.

And the whole country is now watching. It seems to me that they’ve driven themselves into a
trap, and now they have no way out.
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