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Drinking Up in Russia, Survey Says
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Kirill Zykov / Moskva News Agency

More Russians drank alcohol so far this year than they did in 2018, a survey by the state-
funded VTsIOM agency has said.

Sixty-seven percent of respondents said they had consumed alcohol between several times a
week and less than once a month in 2019, the pollster said Thursday.

Related article: Half of Russia’s Alcohol Sold Illegally, Regulators Say

Last year’s results said 57 percent of Russian respondents drank alcohol at the same
frequency.

Those who said they don’t drink at all decreased from 40 percent in 2018 to 33 percent this
year.

Meanwhile, alcohol consumption between 2011 and 2018 nearly halved from 18 liters per
capita to 9.3 liters per capita, Russia’s health minister said last month.


https://wciom.ru/index.php?id=236&uid=9713
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/18/half-of-russias-alcohol-sold-illegally-regulators-say
https://www.rbc.ru/rbcfreenews/5cc030749a794734d500e81a#ws

Sales figures published over the weekend said that demand for beer has spiked in the past
year. Demand for wine, whiskey and cognac has fallen in what the researchers attributed to

Russians’ adjustment to rising prices.
VTsIOM conducted the survey among 1,600 Russian respondents on Tuesday.
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