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Recent mass protests against plans to replace a city park in central Russia with an Orthodox
cathedral are akin to the execution of the country’s last royal family, the head of
Yekaterinburg’s diocese said.

Protests erupted in Russia’s fourth-largest city this month after fencing went up around a
riverside park ahead of the church’s construction, resulting in arrests and clashes with
vigilantes and riot police. Yekaterinburg is also the site of the 1918 shooting by Bolshevik
revolutionaries of Tsar Nicholas II, his wife and five children. The church canonized them as
martyrs in 2000.

“The church is being challenged today. This challenge thundered from Yekaterinburg in the
same way that shots had thundered and the blood of the holy imperial martyrs was shed 100
years ago,” Metropolitan Kirill of Yekaterinburg and Verkhoturye said on Saturday.

http://www.ekaterinburg-eparhia.ru/news/2019/05/25/21019/?fbclid=IwAR1P2YHu3qU05_Bfx2DyU8LE_ULo_XpunmMQ6PA8J_h0sn2ZTYVJVP73bW4


Related article: Russia to Investigate If Last Tsar Was Shot in 'Ritual Killing'

Russian Orthodox Church leader Patriarch Kirill had earlier claimed that Russia constructs
three new churches per day. Twenty-five new churches had been built in 2018 in Moscow
alone, he said.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/05/27/russian-orthodox-official-compares-anti-church-protest
s-to-romanov-executions-a65758

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/05/17/Russia-investigate-last-royal-family-shot-ritual-killing
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/05/27/russia-builds-3-new-churches-a-day-orthodox-leader-says-a65755

