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74% of Locals Oppose Controversial
Church in Russia's Yekaterinburg — Poll
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A majority of residents in Russia’s fourth-largest city of Yekaterinburg oppose the
construction of an Orthodox cathedral in a popular riverside park, according to a state-run
poll released on Wednesday.

Thousands of residents took to the streets last week to protest plans to replace the park with a
replica of a cathedral demolished in the Soviet era, resulting in dozens of arrests and clashes
with vigilantes and riot police. Yekaterinburg's mayor announced May 16 that construction
would be suspended in order to conduct a poll to measure support for the project.

Related article: Why Are Russians Clashing Over a New Cathedral in Yekaterinburg?

Seventy-four percent of Yekaterinburg residents are against the church’s construction in the
city park, according to the poll published by the state-funded VTsIOM pollster.


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/05/16/russian-mayor-halts-church-construction-amid-protests-clashes-a65615
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/07/31/why-are-russians-protesting-a-churchs-construction-in-yekaterinburg
https://wciom.ru/index.php?id=236&uid=9702

Meanwhile, 68 percent of respondents said they had a good understanding about the plans for
the church.

The poll was conducted among 3,000 respondents between May 16 and May 20.

Update: Yekaterinburg Mayor Alexander Vysokinsky said Wednesday that the VTsIOM poll's
results are not decisive. A survey conducted by the mayor's office will decide the outcome of
the cathedral's location, he told the RBC news website.

Sverdlovsk region governor Yevgeny Kuyvashev said later Wednesday evening that the poll
results indicate the need to choose a new site for the church. Writing on his Instagram page,
Kuyvashev said he would ask Vysokinsky to exclude the park from the city's list of potential
construction sites for the church.
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BLUWOM onybnunkoBan faHHbIe Onpoca ekaTepmHOypXLEB NO NOBOAY CTPOUTENLCTBA XpaMa CBATOW
EkaTepuHbl. 58% 0ONpoLLIEeHHbIX 3a9BUIA, YTO XPaM HY>KHO MOCTPOUTb B APYroM MecCTe, HE B CKBepe
y TeaTpa apambl. 74% Ha3BaAu BbIGOp MeCcTa HeyAa4yHbIM. DTN AaHHbIE NOKAa3bIBAOT, YTO MpK
noabope naowanku bbinm gonyLeHbl oWnOKKM, He BbIN0 B MOAHON Mepe y4TEHO MHEHMWE FOPOXKaH.
Hy>xHo BbibpaTh Hosee noaxoasiiee MecTo 1 CTPOUTb TaM XpaM, 0 NOSBAEHUN KOTOPOro AaBHO
MeyYyTaloT NpaBoCiaBHble XnTenn EkatepuHbypra. Bbl 3HaeTe, 4TO agMUHUCTPaLNS
EkaTepuHbypra cer4ac cobupaeT npennoXKeHns ropoxaH rno nosofy HOBOro MecTa CTPOUTE/IbCTBA
XpaMa cBATON EkaTepuHbl. 3aTem byneT nposeneH onpoc xutenen Ekatepunbypra. 4 gymato, 410
onybnukoBaHHble AaHHble BUMOM naloT 0CHOBaHMA UCKAOYNTL CKBEp Yy TeaTpa ApaMbl N3 NepeyHs
BO3MOXHbIX MeCT 415 pa3MelLeHuns xpama cBsTon EkaTepuHbl. Obpaluych K rnase EkaTepunHbypra
AnekcaHapy BbICOKMHCKOMY C Mpocbbon He BKNOYaTh 3TY MJIOWAAKY B NepeyeHb MecT npu
npoBeaeHny onpoca. Mbl MPOLWAN 3TOT KOH(NKT, OH UcyepnaH. Ham npeacToMT BMeCTe HanTh
HOBOe MeCcTO AJ19 XpaMma.
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