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Russian Labor Day Detainees Declared
‘Prisoners of Conscience’
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The scores of demonstrators arrested at Labor Day processions in Russia this week have been
declared prisoners of conscience, the Amnesty International human rights organization said
on Thursday.

Russian riot police and national guardsmen detained 131 people during May Day protests on
Wednesday, sometimes using extreme force to take anti-government activists into custody.
Most of the detentions took place in St. Petersburg, where 68 people were taken into custody
after several hundred people took to the streets to call for fair elections.

Related article: Over 100 Activists Detained at Russia’s Labor Day Marches

“All participants of peaceful demonstrations on May 1... are prisoners of conscience who
suffered for exercising their right to freedom of peaceful assembly,” Al said in a statement.
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Among those detained were two activists associated with opposition leader Alexei Navalny
and exiled former oil tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky, who received 10-day jail sentences
during a late-night court hearing.

Related article: Navalny, Khodorkovsky Aides Jailed After Violent Arrests

Amnesty Russia director Natalia Zvyagina said the “mass detentions, defiant police cruelty
[and] night courts are becoming the face of modern Russia.”

“The authorities of the country proved unable to honor their commitments to respect
freedom of assembly, even when they themselves ‘approve’ these actions,” she said.
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