' Moscow Times

30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Russian Outlets Self-Censor Over
Telegram Row
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Several news outlets have removed a top Russian regulator’s remarks saying that a draft bill
designed to disconnect the national internet network from the outside world will in fact target
a popular messaging app.

Authors of the bill going through parliament say they want to ensure that the domestic
internet continues to function in the event the United States tries to digitally isolate its former
Cold War foe. Opponents argue the legislation is too vague and impossible to implement.

Related article: Russia Moves to Grant Government the Power to Shut Down the Internet,
Explained

Alexander Zharov, head of the Russian government's communications watchdog, told the
state-run TASS news agency Tuesday that the bill “prevents the spread of banned
information.”
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“It’s obvious that one of the elements of this prevention will be fighting against” online
resources including the Telegram messaging app, Zharov was quoted as saying.

The following day, a Telegram channel that monitors efforts by Zharov’s communications
watchdog to block the messaging app noted that at least four online news outlets, including
the Rossiiskaya Gazeta government daily, had deleted his remark. The Meduza news website
reported that the outlets followed TASS in removing the original content.

A Russian court had ordered Telegram to be blocked in April 2018. Zharov’s communications
watchdog Roskomnadzor had set off on a campaign to block the app and inadvertently caused
hundreds of unaffiliated websites to experience accessibility issues.

The State Duma is scheduled to vote on the measure in its second-to-last reading on
Thursday.
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