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B Kpecite: in the (comfy) chair

It’s almost impossible to write about Ukraine without touching on the subject of prepositions:
B VKpauHe or Ha YkpauHe (something like “in Ukraine” and “in the Ukraine”). But it is
absolutely impossible to touch on the subject of Ukraine and prepositional use and not get
bombarded by dozens of mostly erroneous grammatical claims.

I am nothing if not a boring pedant, so I bring you the definitive column on using B and Ha.
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It’s actually just a set of rules with only a few exceptions. The only trick to it is getting your
head around a few spatial concepts, like the notion of borders.

Let’s begin with B (in), which is used to describe something or someone being inside a closed
space. Kinrou B simuke (The key is in the drawer.) The tricky bit is understanding what a closed
space is. In Russian, it means anything with borders, literal or figurative.

Buildings, most rooms, things with doors or drawers, water: B fome, B leTCKO}M KOMHaTe, B
mKady, rraBaTh B mope (In the house, in the kid’s room, in the wardrobe, to swim in the
sea). Note that in Russian you sit B kpecie (in the armchair), since historically armchairs had,
well, arms and the sitter was almost inside the structure of the chair.

Continents and the majority of countries: B A3uu, B Poccuu, B CIIIA, B EBpore (in Asia, in
Russia, in the U.S., in Europe).

Administrative units like cities, towns, villages, districts, regions, settlements, named or not:
B MoCKBe, B lepeBHe, B LleHTpanbHOM OKpyTe, B YeuHe, B mTaTe Hblo-MOpK, B pecyoiuKe,
B Cubupu, B XabapoBckoM Kpae (in Moscow, in the village, in the Central district, in
Chechnya, in New York state, in the republic, in Siberia, in Khabarovsk territory).

Buildings, offices and organizations: B 6aHKke, B My3ee, B TeaTpe, B KHHO, B IIIKOJIe, B
uHcTUuTyTe (in the bank, in the museum, in the theater, in the movie theater, in the school, in
the institute).

Groups of people: B opranusaruu, B 0T/iesie KaipoB, B OyXrajTepuu, B IapJaMeHTe, B
npaBUTenbCTBe (in the organization, in the human resources department, in the accounting
office, in the parliament, in the government).

And that’s it for B.

Ha is where it gets a bit more nit-picky and conceptual. Ha means on something or in an open
space with vague or nonexistent borders.

On horizontal surfaces, with one exception: Ha nisi>ke, Ha cTyse, Ha CTOJIe, HAa ITeCKe, Ha
BTOpOM 3Taske (on the beach, on the chair (not armchair), on the table, on the sand, on the
second floor). The exception is easy to remember because it exists in English, too: Ha cTeHe
(on the wall).

Compass points or places that use a directional noun in their names: Ha tore, Ha JlanbHeM
BOCTOKeE, Ha 3aMajie, Ha Ioro-BocTokKe (in the south, in the Far East, in the West, in the
Southeast).

Islands: Ha CaxanuHe, Ha ManbTe, Ha KypriibCKHX ocTpoBax, Ha Kybe (on Sakhalin, on Malta,
on the Kurile Islands, on Cuba). Note that one island trumps country, that is, the only
countries that use Ha are countries on one island. So, since the United Kingdom is on more
than one island, it’s B BenurobpuTanuu (in Great Britain), but since Cuba is on just one
island, it's Ha Ky6e (in Cuba).

Peninsulas, with one half-exception: Ha KamuaTke, Ha UykoTKe (in Kamchatka, in Chukotka).
The half-exception is Crimea. You say Ha KpsiMmckoM nosyocTpoBe (on the Crimean



Peninsula) but B Kpeimy (in Crimea).

Area described by a noun ending in -muHa (a general area, often where a national group lived
or lives: Ha CMmoneHIIuHe, Ha JlemKkoBIIuHe (in the traditional Smolensk lands, in lands
where the Lemkos traditionally lived).

Regions on, near or between water — lakes, rivers, seas, oceans: Ha Bonire, Ha YépHOM MOpe,
Ha Tuxom oKeaHe, Ha KybaHu, Ha Batikane, Ha Amype (near the Volga, near the Black Sea, by
the Pacific Ocean, in the Kuban region, by Lake Baikal, by the Amur River).

Mountains in the singular. This is the tricky bit, but there is some variation of usage, which
means that you can relax about it. In general, you use Ha for a mountain or range that is
described in the singular in Russian, although they might be described in the plural in
English: Ha KaBKa3e, Ha Vpase, Ha AnnTae (in the Caucasus, in the Urals, in the Altai
mountains). You use B for mountain ranges described in the plural in Russian, like B
KapmaTax (in the Carpathians). Or you can remember it this way: Ha rope (on the mountain)
but B ropax (in the mountains).

Open spaces: Ha ynuile, Ha rIomaau, Ha HeBckom npocriekTe (on the street, on the square,
on Nevsky Prospekt).

Spaces that were open in the past: Ha KyxHe, Ha mouTe, Ha Bok3ae (in the kitchen, at the Post
Office, at the station).

Factories and means of transportation, with one conceptual exception: paboTaTs Ha 3aBoe,
Ha ¢abpuKe; exaTh Ha MaIllMHe, Ha IT0e3]]e, Ha aBTo0ycCe; ieTaTh Ha camorteTe (to work at a
factory or plant; to travel by car, train, bus; to go by plane). The exception is when you are
speaking about something that happened inside the means of transportation: OueHs >kapKo
6b110 B aBTOOYCe (It was really hot in the bus.) But general travel “by means of” uses Ha.

Events, places of learning and activities, with one exception: Ha ¢pakynbTeTe pycCROro sI3bIKe,
Ha YpOKe, Ha KOHIIepTe, Ha BBICTaBKe, Ha orlepe, Ha bajieTe, Ha crieKTakie (in the Russian
language department, in the lesson, at the concert, at the exhibition, at the opera, at the
ballet, at the play). The exception is travel: B KoMaHAMPOBKe, B IyTelIeCTBUH, B I0e3Ke, B
nmopore (on a business trip, in travels, on a trip, on the road).

And that’s it.

If you are a nerd — that is, a kindred spirit — you can use this as a cheat sheet on your bulletin
board or in your wallet. If you are a troll, please read this carefully and then: Please stop
writing me.

Michele A. Berdy is the Arts Editor and author of “The Russian Word’s Worth,” a collection of
her columns. Follow her on Twitter @MicheleBerdy.
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