Half of Russians Oppose Full-Fledged
Union With Belarus, Poll Says
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Almost half of Russians oppose uniting with neighboring Belarus into a single country,
according to a state-funded survey published on the 20th anniversary of the countries’
integration project.

The potential merger between Minsk and Moscow became a widely discussed possibility in
2019 as a potential loophole for Russian President Vladimir Putin to stay in power after his
term ends in 2024. April 2 marks 20 years since the two countries signed a treaty establishing
the Union State of Russia and Belarus.

Related article: Russia and Belarus Integration Talks Reach Deadlock

According to poll results published by the state-funded VTSIOM pollster on Tuesday, 48
percent of Russian respondents said “unification is not necessary” between Russia and
Belarus. Instead, they favored “good neighborly relations.”
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VTsIOM sociologist Mikhail Mamonov said the results indicate a “hidden fear that [Russia’s
union with Belarus] could produce a mixed bag for the Russian economy.”

The share of those who support an all-out merger between Russia and Belarus and those who
think Belarus should join Russia as a regional subject was split into 18 percent and 17 percent,
respectively.

Related article: A Valentine's Day Ski Date for Two: Putin and Lukashenko Hit the Slopes

The VT'sIOM survey also revealed that only 10 percent of Russians have heard of the Union
State of Russia and Belarus, an integration project between the neighbors. Over half of the
respondents said they were hearing about the Union State for the first time, while 39 percent
said they were vaguely aware of it.

Russia announced a $600 million loan to Belarus on the eve of the anniversary. Putin also sent
a message of greetings to Belarussian President Alexander Lukashenko to mark the bilateral
Union State’s anniversary.

The Russian president has voiced support for Russia to unite with Belarus as early as 2011.

VTsIOM conducted the survey among 1,600 Russians on Jan. 15.
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