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A volunteer with opposition activist Alexei Navalny’s campaign has become the first person to
be prosecuted under a new law that bans encouraging young Russians to attend unsanctioned
protests.

Adults face 15 days of jail and fines under the new law that President Vladimir Putin signed in
late December. The law was introduced after Navalny drew thousands of mostly young anti-
Kremlin demonstrators to the streets over the past year.

Related article: Russia Outlaws Youth Protestors

Authorities in Russia’s westernmost exclave of Kaliningrad charged local resident Ivan Luzin
for involving two adolescents in a picket late last week, the RBC news
website reported Tuesday.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/24/russia-outlaws-youth-protestors
https://www.rbc.ru/rbcfreenews/5c62f7c69a7947fee90a1b98?from=newsfeed


“Luzin held an unsanctioned public picket on Feb. 7 involving two minors,” reads an excerpt
of a report posted online by lawyer Alexei Glukhov, who shared it with RBC.
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Luzin was also reportedly charged with holding the picket without notifying the authorities in
advance.

The volunteer’s trial was postponed on Wednesday until the morning of Feb. 25, Glukhov said
on his Telegram channel.
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