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Reebok has pulled a racy ad in Russia after online users and the apparel company’s
management derided it as being done in bad taste.

Styled after the global #BeMoreHuman campaign that features celebrities like Gal Gadot and
Ariana Grande, Reebok launched a Russian version on Thursday with a hashtag that roughly
translates as #OutOfLine. Russia’s campaign features two female athletes and the author of a
feminist Telegram app channel, whose slogan read: “switch seats from a man’s approval to a
man’s face” in Russian.
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Reebok abruptly pulled the campaign following an online backlash then quickly restored it –
sans the ad with the risque phrasing, the Dozhd television channel reported Thursday.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGuxAaOFBAI
https://tvrain.ru/galleries/rossijskij_reebok_zapustil_reklamu_s_feministskimi_sloganami_pochti_srazu_ee_udalili_iz_instagrama-480079/


“God, save Russia from me and from cunnilingus,” Zalina Marshenkulova, the slogan’s
author and the founder of the Women’s Power feminist Telegram channel, quipped on
Facebook.

Lead marketing specialist Alexander Golofast, who authored the Reebok ad campaign, said he
planned to resign after management initially approved but then disowned the phrase.

“The brand has the power to do that, but I’m just ashamed that I now look ridiculous,” he was
quoted as saying by Dozhd.

The online controversy follows a string of contentious ad campaigns by global brands,
including Burger King’s short-lived promo offering a lifetime of free Whoppers to women
impregnated by World Cup stars last year.

Related article: Burger King Pulls Ad Suggesting Women Bear Babies of World Cup Stars
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