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Thousands of people across Russia on Sunday took to the streets to call for trash reform, in
what has become a political flashpoint for the country.

Organizers said some 26 regions took part in a nationwide demonstration titled “Russia is not
a dump,” in protest of Moscow’s plan to solve a trash crisis by sending waste to surrounding
regions. Last March, more than fifty children were hospitalized in a town outside of Moscow
after a trash dump began emanating noxious fumes, sparking protests across the Moscow
region.

On Jan. 1, so-called national “trash reform” took effect, which tasked regions with choosing
operators to collect waste. But critics say the plan will only increase the costs of garbage
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collection.

The highest turnout on Sunday was in the northern region of Arkhangelsk, a city some 1,200
kilometers north of Moscow, organizers said. The region is one of several set to take in
Moscow’s waste. In an earlier protest on Dec. 2, organizers said some 30,000 turned out there.

Related article: How Russia’s Attempt to Solve Its Trash Crisis Is Backfiring

In Moscow, individual pickets were held in front of the State Duma building and Pushkin
Square in the city center.

Several hundred also protested in front of an administration building in Moscow’s Taganka
district, one of the four neighborhoods where so-called “ecoclusters” have been built.
The ecoclusters will be where the city’s trash will be packed before being shipped off to so-
called “ecotechnoparks” in surrounding regions.
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“I turn on the television and see all these people talking about patriotism. If you
love your country so much, why are you turning it into a dump?” says @ilyayashin
pic.twitter.com/3MBvR67RBV

— Evan Gershkovich (@evangershkovich) February 3, 2019

“The authorities have excluded us from the entire process and haven’t answered any of our
questions,” said protest organizer and local deputy Ilya Sviridov, a member of the A Just
Russia party. “We are simply demanding dialogue.”

Protestors held signs reading “Russia is not a dump” and “I want to breathe” and chanted for
recycling measures. Several dozen police who were observing proceedings confiscated posters
considered overtly political.

A poll in late 2018 by the Presidential Human Rights Council found that the right which
respondents felt was most violated by the authorities was their environmental safety.
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