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Russia's Health Ministry Wants to Import
Marijuana for Research
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Russia’s health ministry has said that it wants to legalize the import of hashish and marijuana
for research purposes, according to a recently published draft bill.

Russia bans the circulation of drugs, including marijuana and other cannabinoids whose use
is legalized in certain U.S. states and European countries. Hashish contains higher
concentrations of the psychotropic substance THC and other cannabinoids than marijuana.

Related article: Moscow University Granted License to Use Psychoactive Plants for Research

“The import of narcotic drugs and cannabinoid psychotropic substances... will be required to
conduct scientific research and testing in Russia,” reads a regulation drafted by the Health
Ministry.


https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/rus_e/WTACCRUS48A5_LEG_56.pdf
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/16/moscow-university-granted-license-use-psychoactive-plants-for-research
https://regulation.gov.ru/p/87949

The draft states that it needs the hashish and marijuana to study drug addiction and isolate
active ingredients, citing ongoing studies led by the World Health Organization and the UN.

The ministry proposes annual import quotas of 1.1 kilograms of marijuana, 300 grams of
hashish and 50 grams of hash oil, according to the draft bill published last week.

Public discussions of the proposed legislation are scheduled to end on Feb. 8.

Last year, Russia’s 2018 FIFA World Cup organizing committee said that foreign football fans
would be allowed to bring medical marijuana and cocaine with prescriptions to the country.

The health ministry proposed in 2015 to require people to provide prescriptions for medicine
containing highly potent ingredients, including over-the-counter drugs intended for
personal use.
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