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IIpn: very capacious preposition

When Russians are learning English, they complain about articles, verb tenses, modal verbs
and prepositions. Having listened to a lot of Russian ranting about my native tongue over the
years, I can attest that they eventually accept that the difficulties of the first three categories
are just part of the structure of English. But they remain infuriated with preposition use. Take
my advice: if your Russian friend starts a conversation about the difference between “in the
restaurant” and “at the restaurant,” invent a dentist appointment and run. You do not want
to go there.

Russian prepositions are a mixed bag. Some are fairly easy, like okosno (around, near) which
uses the genitive case and causes no trouble: OH >kfan eé okono ¢poHTaHa (He waited for her
by the fountain).

And then there is npu. IIpu is a nightmare.

ITpu has 12 different meanings that are so loosely related you need almost a dozen English
prepositions and twisted sentence structure to translate them all. If they are united by
anything, it’s the concept of being attached to, a part of, or under something physically or
figuratively. The only saving grace is that it always uses the prepositional case.

Welcome to the wide, wide world of opu.

1. With. Use nipu to describe a person having something in their possession, on their person.
Korpa movaémnibs B Mou JIOKyMeHTbBI, UMeU Ipu cebe OpuUrrHaI IacopTa U IBe KOTTUU
(When you go to the municipal services office, be sure to have the original of your passport
and two copies on you.)

2. Right by, near, next to. Use ripu to indicate that something or someone is very close to
someone or some object. MasleHbKasi TOCTUHUIIA cTOsI/Ia mpu fopore. (A little hotel stood
right by the road.)
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3. Under, part of. Use ripu to describe an object or institution that functions under or is part of
something else. You find this a lot in descriptions of governmental institutions: V 60onpHUIIBI
ripu IIpe3uIeHTCKOM aiIMUHUCTPAIIMK OUeHb XOpoIni cocTaB Bpauet (The hospital under
the Presidential Administration has an excellent staff of doctors.) But it can also be more
pedestrian: IIpu BoK3aJie eCTh IPUINYHBIM pecTopaH. (The train station has a decent
restaurant.)

4. Has, always with. Use mipu to describe a person or job position that is attached to or with
someone or some place. This is expressed in lots of different ways in English. For example, On
— mepeBOIUMK IpH MoconnbcTBe (He's the embassy translator.) OHa 6bl1a I7TaBHOM
acCUCTeHTKOU Ipu 3aBeAyiorieM oTaena (She was the main assistant for the head of the
department.) It can also mean being with and responsible for someone: Mos cecTpa —
xopoIiast MaTh. OHa Bcerfia rmpu fgetsx. (My sister is a really good mother. She’s always with
her kids.)

5. In the presence of. Use npu when describing an event happening in the immediate presence
of someone. OHU noNKCHIBaNIM KOHTPAKT Ipu cBuzeTensx (They signed the contract in the
presence of witnesses.) Sl HuUKorza He 06Cy>Kjat0 JIMUHBIE feJia ITPU TocTOpoHHUX (I never
talk about personal matters in front of strangers.)

6. Under the reign of, during the rule of. Use nipu to describe events taking place during a
particular period of time, under the leadership of a specific person or ideology, or while
someone was alive or in a particular place. ITpu ITeTpe I Mofia KapAWHaIbHO U3MEHUIACh.
(Under Peter the Great fashion changed completely.) Jltogu He Moriv cBO60OJHO
repeJIBUraThCsl Mpu coBeTcKoM cTpoe (People didn’t have freedom of movement under the
Soviet system.) IIpu 3KM3HU MOETO0 OTIIa Mbl HUKOT/]a He PyTalIuch Meskay coboii. (We never
fought among ourselves when my father was alive.)

7. While wearing, by. Use nipu to describe an element of appearance, usually a person but
sometimes the atmosphere and appearance of a space. OH Bcerga rmpu rasnctyke. (He always
wears a tie.) MbI y>RkuHanu rpu cBedax (We had dinner by candlelight.)

8. Having, near. Use nipu to describe someone’s state of mind, condition, health or quality.
Sometimes this is very tangible: Ona ne>kana npu cmeptu (She was close to death.) But it can
describe the state of possessing something: Mou cocenu Bcerpia npu gensrax. (My neighbors
always have lots of money.) fI He cKy4ato Ha flaue — 51 11pu fene. (I’m not bored at the dacha
— I’ve always got something to do.) It can often refer to some characteristic or quality that is
the reason for something. ITpu ero xapakTepe OH JJOJ’KeH ObITh CYAaCTIIUB, YTO OHA
corylacWTach BBIMTH 3a Hero 3amysK (Given his personality, he should be happy that she
agreed to marry him.)

9. Under, while experiencing. Use nipu to describe doing some activity while something else is
going on. Most of the time this describes doing something under certain external conditions,
like weather, temperature or light. MsI ¢ My>keMm 06wy rynsiTh npu jtyHe. (My husband and
I liked to stroll in the moonlight.) B meTcTBe 51 HOUbIO UM TaNa KHUTU [1O]] OJIESIZIOM [IPU CBETE
maneHbKoro (poHapuka (While I was a kid I read books with a flashlight at night under the
blankets.) Hazjo XxpaHUTH 9Ty MYKY B 3aKpbITOM IaKeTe IIpU HMU3KOoM TemiepaType (You have
to store this flour in a sealed package and at a low temperature.)



10. Even given. Use npu to describe some kind of characteristic or condition, despite which
something else occurs. ITpy BcéM MoeM >KeJlaHUU S HUKaK He CMOTJIa Tomoub (Even given
my ardent wish to help, there was nothing I could do.) ITpu Bceli e€ OTKpBITOCTH OHA He
obcyskmana cBou pa3Boy ¢ mogpyramu (Despite her usual candor, she didn’t discuss her
divorce with her friends.)

11. With the help of, using. Use npu to describe something that aided in doing or completing
something. MblI IOIyYWIN UTIOTEKY TOJIBKO IIPU COJIEMCTBUY MO€ET0 POACTBEHHNKA,
KOTOpBIM paboTan B 6aHKe. (We got our mortgage only with the help of one of my relatives
who worked in the bank.)

12. Given, although, but. Use npu in some expressions with pronouns to express in addition
to, by the way. OH oueHb U3BECTHBIN YUEHBIHN, IPU 3TOM OUEHbD IPY>KETI00HBIN U
oTKpbITUM. (He’s a really famous scholar, but at the same time he’s very friendly and open.) B
MIPOIIIOM Ce30He CPeIHsIsI OCEeIaeMOoCThb OblTa 93 MpolieHTa. IIpy TOM YTO
3KOHOMMYECKasi CUTyalus He CIUIIKOM Xopoiiasi (Last season halls were filled at 93 percent
on average. And that’s despite a rather weak economy.)

Hy, 3akoHuwMIa. [IpaBAa, mpu TYHHOM CBeTe, HO IllaBHOoe — ponucaia. (Well, that’s it. True,
I finished by moonlight, but the main thing is — I finished writing this.)
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