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European Union ambassadors reportedly agreed on Wednesday to impose sanctions on two
Russian nationals suspected of poisoning former Russian spy Sergei Skripal and his daughter
last year, along with sanctions on two other Russians and five Syrians accused of chemical
weapons attacks.

Western allies ordered the biggest expulsion of Russian diplomats since the height of the Cold
War in response to the attack on the Skripals in the English city of Salisbury in March. Britain
says Russian GRU military intelligence agents poisoned the Skripals with the Novichok nerve
agent that was developed in the Soviet Union, while Moscow denies involvement.



Related article: U.S. Imposes Fresh Russia Sanctions for Election Meddling

“The ambassadors agreed to blacklist four GRU officers, including two suspects in the attack
in Salisbury,” the state-run TASS news agency quoted an unnamed European Council source
as saying Wednesday.

The U.S. Treasury last month sanctioned the two alleged Russian intelligence officers,
Alexander Petrov and Ruslan Boshirov, for their suspected role in the Skripal poisoning in
March.

On Monday, the decision-making body of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) adopted a joint proposal by the United States, the Netherlands and Canada
to ban Novichok.

It was the first such change to the organization's so-called scheduled chemicals list, which
includes deadly toxins VX, sarin and mustard gas, since it was established under the 1997
Chemical Weapons Convention.

The OPCW's 193 member countries have 90 days to lodge any objections to Monday's decision.

Reuters contributed reporting.
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