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Serbia Arrests Man Plotting to
Assassinate Putin, Media Report

January 16, 2019

Stevo Vasiljevic / Reuters

Serbian authorities have reportedly arrested a man suspected of planning to assassinate
Russian President Vladimir Putin during his visit to the country later this week.

Putin is scheduled on Thursday to travel to Belgrade, where he is expected to sign several
bilateral cooperation agreements and address tensions between Serbia and Kosovo.

Related article: Putin Awards State Honor to Serbia’s Embattled Kremlin Ally

Armin Alibasi¢, 21, was apprehended in southern Serbia on suspicion of preparing a terrorist
attack during Putin’s visit, Serbian news outlets reported on Tuesday, citing unnamed
security officials.

“I don’t rule out that Alibasi¢ intended to set off a bomb on the day of Putin’s arrival,” an
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unnamed official was quoted by the informer.rs and alo.rs media outlets as saying.

Officials found a rifle with a scope in Alibasi¢‘s backpack and, later, an arsenal of weapons and
components for making explosives in his apartment, the outlets reported.

The suspect, who is reportedly being kept in detention for up to 48 hours, was also said to
have been in possession of an Islamic State flag and literature.

Islamic State is a terrorist organization banned in Russia.
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