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Two Russian citizens have reportedly been detained in southern Italy on suspicion of
smuggling Kurdish migrants.

Italian media reported that 51 migrants were aboard a sailboat that ran aground in the
province of Crotone on Thursday. The ANSA news outlet reported that one of the migrants is
missing at sea.

Two suspected smugglers believed to be Russian citizens were arrested in a nearby hotel later
that day, the local Il Crotonese outlet reported.

Related article: Scammed Nigerians Stranded in Russia Amid World Cup Trafficking Fears

“They presented obviously fake documents to the night porter,” the news site reported,

http://www.ansa.it/english/news/2019/01/10/migrant-missing-after-calabria-landing_a4802723-acd4-4f2e-b27b-df9e8729b91a.html
https://www.ilcrotonese.it/sbarco-a-torre-melissa-arrestati-due-scafisti-erano-andati-a-dormire-in-albergo/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/31/amid-world-cup-trafficking-fears-scammed-nigerians-stranded-in-russia


adding that the hotel employee alerted police after checking the Russians into a room.

Il Crotonese reported that police had found sailing navigation tools and money in the
suspects’ luggage.

The unnamed suspects aged 43 and 25 were reportedly due to be tried for aiding and abetting
illegal immigration on Thursday afternoon.
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