Powerful Earthquake Strikes off Russia's
Far East, No Tsunami Threat

December 21,2018

kuhnmi / Flickr (CC BY 2.0)

A major earthquake with a magnitude of 7.4 struck off Russia's sparsely populated Far East on
Thursday, but officials said the threat of a tsunami had passed and no damage was reported.

The quake off Russia's Kamchatka peninsula, which was initially measured at magnitude 7.8
by the United States Geological Survey (USGS), before being revised downwards, struck 82
kilometers west of Nikolskoye at a depth of 9 kilometers.

Related article: Russia's Sakhalin Region Experiences Wave of Earthquakes

The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center at first said hazardous tsunami waves from the
earthquake were possible within 300 kilometers of the epicenter along the coasts of Russia,
but later said the threat of tsunami had passed.

Russian RIA and TASS news agencies, citing officials at the local Emergencies Ministry, also


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/12/15/russias-sakhalin-region-experiences-wave-of-earthquakes

said there was no threat of a tsunami following the quake. No damage was reported, they said.
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