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A Russian Santa Claus has reportedly died during New Year’s festivities at a kindergarten in
Siberia.

Known as Ded Moroz, or Father Frost, Russian versions of Santa Claus host children’s holiday
parties with the fairy tale snow maiden Snegurochka, in a still-popular Soviet-era tradition.

Related article: Siberian Schools Plan Santa Ban to Fight Corruption

A man in a Ded Moroz costume died during festivities at a kindergarten in the Siberian city of
Kemerovo, the local sibdepo.ru news website reported Tuesday.

“The man felt ill in the kindergarten, he was taken in an ambulance but died on the way to the
hospital,” the outlet cited an unnamed medical source as saying.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/02/24/Siberian-kindergartens-planning-ban-santa-claus-fight-corruption
http://sibdepo.ru/news/v-kemerove-na-utrennike-v-detskom-sadu-umer-ded-moroz.html


The unidentified 67-year-old Ded Moroz “complained of chest pain” and died before the
ambulance arrived, Interfax cited another unnamed source as saying.
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