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President Vladimir Putin said on Tuesday that Russia could easily make and deploy land-
based intermediate-range missiles if the United States made good on a threat to quit a
landmark nuclear arms control treaty.

The United States has accused Russia of flouting the Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces
Treaty signed by Washington and Moscow during the Cold War and has said it will quit it
unless Russia comes back into compliance.

Putin on Tuesday denied his country was in violation of the agreement, but said it had
developed powerful airborne and sea-based cruise missiles and could easily roll out land-
based missiles if Washington walked away from the pact. 
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