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Russian literary figures Lev Rubinstein and Galina Yusefovich announced the death of their
friend and colleague Andrei Bitov, who passed away in a hospital in Moscow on Dec. 3. Widely
acknowledged as one of the founders of Russian postmodernism, Bitov was considered one of
the greatest writers of his generation. He was 81 years old.

Of Circassian descent, Bitov was born in Leningrad (present-day St. Petersburg) in 1937 to a
mother who was a lawyer and a father who was an architect. Bitov was evacuated as a child
from the city during the Siege of Leningrad in 1941-1944 but returned after the war to the city,
where he completed secondary school, began writing poetry, and entered the Leningrad
Mining Institute(LMI). At LMI, Bitov began attending Gleb Semyonov’s well-known literary
circle for young writers, which would include such luminaries as Joseph Brodsky and Sergei
Dovlatov among its members through the years. 

Bitov’s first three stories were published in the literary almanac “Young Leningrad” by the
time he graduated from LMI in 1962. By the next year, his first collection of short stories had
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already appeared, and, in 1965, Bitov was accepted into the Soviet Union of Writers. He would
go on to would publish several books of prose over the next decade.Bitov’s most famous work,
“Pushkin House,” was written between 1964 and 1971. “Pushkin House" is considered one of
the first postmodern novels written in Russian literature. However, as it failed to fit in with
the official style of Soviet literature at the time, it managed to be published only in the United
States by Ardis publishing house in 1978. 

Consequently, Bitov joined other writers in founding the samizdat (underground, self-
published) journal “Metropol” in 1978. The appearance of an issue of “Metropol” in the
American press caused much trouble for Bitov: he was expelled from his teaching position at
the Moscow Literature Institute and was banned from leaving the country by Soviet
authorities. Bitov’s works were also largely banned from publication in the Soviet Union from
then until the beginning of perestroika. “Pushkin House” was finally published for the first
time in the USSR in 1987 and met with wide acclaim. 

In 1991 Bitov was elected president of the Russian branch of PEN International, PEN Club,
which was founded in 1988 by Bitov and others to promote the role of literature in cross-
cultural understanding, the principle of freedom of expression, and the intellectual
cooperation among writers all over the world. Bitov’s last years as PEN Club president in
2014-2016 were shadowed by controversy due to a very public schism between the
organization’s executive board and some of the organization’s most famous writers, who
began to critique the PEN Club board and even withdraw their membership from the
organization. 

Bitov garnered many awards over the course of his life. For his contributions to literature and
the arts, he received Germany’s Pushkin Prize in 1989 and France’s Order of Arts and Letters
in 1993. In his native Russia he was bestowed, among other awards, the Platonov Award in
2015 and the Order of Friendship in 2018. Bitov was an honorary member of the Russian
Academy of Arts.

The family has not yet announced funeral arrangments. 
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