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A Russian court has ordered the release of a popular rapper sentenced last week to 12 days in
jail for performing on the roof of a car after the authorities raided a venue where he was due to
perform.

Dmitry Kuznetsov, 25, who performs under the stage name Husky, was given administrative
sentences last week for petty hooliganism and refusing a drug and alcohol exam. Activists
decried his detention as the latest expression of censorship against independent Russian
artists.

Related article: Russian Rapper Husky Detained After Police Raid on Concert

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/06/russian-rapper-husky-detained-after-police-raid-concert


A Krasnodar district court ruled to satisfy the defendant’s appeal and immediately release the
rapper from custody, according to an order posted on Facebook by the artist's attorney Alexei
Avanesyan on Monday.

The ruling came hours before three other famous Russian rappers were scheduled to hold a
concert in support of Husky in Moscow later on Monday.

Opposition leader Alexei Navalny attributed the rapper’s swift release to “the Kremlin’s
surprise at such unified outrage over Husky’s arrest.”

“They don’t want today’s concert in his support to turn into a manifestation for freedom of
speech and creativity, so Husky was urgently released,” he tweeted after the court order was
posted.

“That’s why it’s all the more important to turn the concert into a manifestation,” he added.
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